

Swan T 

Windows & Conservatories Ltd 

■ Your Local Company • 10 Years Insurance Backed Guarantee 
• 25 Years Experience ■ Free Quotations 

Swan Industrial Estate, Gatteridge Street, Banbury 

T: 01295 272279 F: 01295 278310 

www.swanwindowsandconservatories.com 

01295 256111 


ATTENTION 

PARTY ORGANISERS 


Engagements • Weddings • Christenings 
Birthdays • Anniversaries • Stag/Hen Nights 
Corporate Events and any other event you need! 

Greek nights with 
Mario's Sitaki 
Cabaret & Plate 
Smashing on the 
following dates: 

19 February, 

18 March, 

22 April, 

20 May, 

3 &17 June, 

1 & 15 July. 

We are open on Sunday 
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Daventry Road, Southam, Warwickshire, CV471NW 

Tel: 01926 813585 

www.tarsusrestaurant.co.uk 
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IMITTERS 

Free hearing consultations | Free home visits Fully Independent 
Interest free payment plans | Complete aftercare service | Clinics in Banbury and Witney 

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT AUDIOLOGIST 
FOR OVER 27 YEARS 

Due to popular demand from our customers, 
we are now open in Banbury 
4 days a week, Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday, 9.30am to 4.30pm 


3 White Lion Walk, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X16 5UD 

www.soundhearing.co.uk • 01295 255131 
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Couple get from Dubai to Mexico in High Street cuisine dream 


DUBAI to Banbury may not 
be a traditional house move, 
but one couple have excelled 
in bringing an international 
flavour to the town. 

Rebecca Forbes and 
husband Tom Sowler opened 
Mexican-themed restaurant 
Lucha Burrito in High Street 
at the start of November, 
after packing in their jobs in 
the Gulf city to start a new 
life back home. 

Despite neither owning a 
restaurant before, their 
cuisine has proved a big hit. 

Mrs Forbes, 28, said: 

"We've tried to keep the 
meat quality high and all our 
ingredients are fresh and 
made upstairs." 

The pair, who had worked 
in HR and finance, chose 
Mexican as it was a "growing 
trend" in the UK. 

Mrs Forbes added: "The 
footfall has kept increasing, 
especially since we started 
using social media." 


Rebecca and Tom opened the Mexican restaurant in November and say footfall has been good 


Council leader aims to work with voluntary sector over cuts 


FIGHT TO SAVE 
MOST AT RISK 


Kieran Davey 

kdavey@nqo.com 

MORE must be done to protect Ban¬ 
bury’s most vulnerable in the face 
of more of £51m of “brutal” cuts, a 
town councillor has argued. 

Banbury Town Council leader Kieron 
Mallon has asked the county council to 
ensure vital services, including chil¬ 
dren centres and bus subsidies, are still 
available, even if they are part of the 
cut imposed next month. 

The measures - branded by charities 
as “disastrous” - also include scrapping 
mobile libraries, reducing funding for 
the arts, homeless support, road grit¬ 
ting, elderly day services and support 
for carers. 

There are also plans to replace 44 chil¬ 
dren’s centres and seven early interven¬ 
tion hubs across the county - including 
four in Banbury - with eight centres. 

Hundreds of people had taken to the 
streets, gone to public meetings and 


taken part in a consultation on the 
proposals in the hope they could save 
services. 

Mr Mallon said: “We are told a fur¬ 
ther £69m has to be found and, by law, 
the county has to set a balanced budg¬ 
et. I believe the council’s reserves will 
be used to do this. 

“As local councillors, we will be ask¬ 
ing the county to help and work with 
the voluntary, charity and faith sector 
in north Oxfordshire to provide non- 
statutory services in a different way. 

“The statutory duties to protect the 
most vulnerable are the priority and 
must continue, but they are also the 
most expensive.” 

Oxfordshire County Council leader 
Ian Hudspeth said the local author¬ 
ity was “desperately sorry” but that it 
had no alternative. 

He also said the public should be un¬ 
der “no illusion” that there were more 
cuts to come. 

'Brutal cuts' inevitable: Page 6 
Children's services plea: Page 5 


Printed and published by Newsquest Oxfordshire, Osney Mead, Oxford 0X2 OEJ, 

Tel: 01865 425362. Newspaper Sales Department 01865 425282. Direct Delivery 0800 028 4592. 


Kieron Mallon 
wants to work 
with charities and 
community groups 
to safeguard 
services for 
vulnerable 
people 



P. BRADLEY 



FREE Quotes Council 

Any Time Contractor 

10 million Public Liability Insurance 
Emergency Work. 

TREE FELLING / SURGERY / HEDGES CUT etc... 
50 years in Business 

01295 264716 / 07768 527162 
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Dog found dead 

CROPREDY: A family is upset 
over the death of their beloved 
dog, Fergie, who was found on the 
roadside after a social media 
campaign to find him. 

Donna Ansell Thompson, who 
lives in Cropredy, lost the 
15-month-old cockapoo on 
January 5, while out on a walk. 

She pleaded with local people to 
help find Fergie in a Facebook 
post to Doglost Oxfordshire that 
was shared more than 5,000 times. 

Dozens of followers banded 
together to search for him and his 
body was located on January 10. 

Fire is smothered 

BANBURY: A resident 
smothered a fire with a blanket in 
a house with no working smoke 
alarms. 

Firefighters from Banbury, 
Bicester and Deddington were 
called to the blaze on Saturday at 
12.15pm, after an electric heater 
caught light and melted a 
bedroom carpet. 

Watch manager Mark O’Connor 
said it was “just luck” that a 
member of the family had gone 
upstairs and discovered the fire. 

Savings on target 

OXON: The county’s hospitals 
are on track to make 89 per cent 
of their targeted cost savings by 
the start of April. 

Oxford University Hospitals 
Foundation Trust heard it had 
made 80 to 85 per cent of the £46m 
it needs to save this year - the 
equivalent of £36 to £39m so far. 

But bosses were told that by the 
end of the financial year the trust 
is expecting to have made £41m of 
efficiency savings. 

Jag is ‘best boss’ 

N OXON: A survey has chosen 
Jaguar Land Rover, which has its 
admin base near Banbury, as the 
best employer in the UK. 

The Bloomberg Best Employers 
UK survey also put Oxford Bus 
Company in the UK top 10 in the 
transport and logistics category 

To identify the best employers, 
Statista conducted an online 
survey with 15,000 workers from 
more than 1,600 UK firms. 

Employees at JLR in Gaydon, as 
well as all the other firms 
surveyed, were asked a series of 
questions about job satisfaction. 

Building will start 

OXON: Work on 85 new four- and 
five-bedroom homes in Bloxham 
is beginning this month. 

Tracey Lee of Miller Homes 
Southern, builder of the Weavers 
Fields houses, said: “Bloxham 
showcases the best Oxfordshire 
has to offer.” 


Community champions receive much-needed cash from the Co-op’s grant scheme 


TWELVE community groups from 
Oxfordshire have been handed a 
share of £18,900 from the 
Midcounties Co-operative. 

Chipping Norton Lido and 
Chipping Norton & District Cricket 
Club were among the recipients of 
the grants. 

Bicester-based Clean Slate will use 
its donation to fund a domestic abuse 
help programme for one year. The 
group provides coping skills to 
people who have been victim to 
physical and mental abuse. 

Dry Sandford School PTA will be 
using the boost to purchase new 
outdoor play equipment and 
refurbish the outdoor play areas and 
Cruse Bereavement Care 
Oxfordshire’s donation will go 
towards the costs of training courses 
for counsellors. 

Other groups that were awarded 
grants include Yarnton Football 
Club, Old Marston Over 50s Club, 
Opera Unmasked and Wychwood 
Saplings. 

1st Charlbury Scout Group, Yellow 
Submarine Holidays, Sajid Wyaid 
and Imran Shah Football Club also 
got grants. 

Each group was presented with a 
donation of up to £2,000 at the 
Midcounties Co-operative Food store 
in Botley 

Now, other local groups are being 
urged to apply for the next round of 
the grants. 

Groups pick up grants totalling £18,900 from Midcounties Co-operative director Steve Allsopp, centre, in Botley Apply at midcounties.coop. 



Tory battles to save child 
centres and health units 


Victoria Prentis claims that 
her ‘rural idyll’ constituency 
has areas of real deprivation 
Naomi Herring 

nherring@nqo.com 


BANBURY’S MP has gone into 
battle in the House of Commons 
in an effort to defend children’s 
centres and health units against 
budget cutbacks. 

The MP spoke out for her constitu¬ 
ency during a House of Commons 
debate on funding for rural and ur¬ 
ban areas. 

Victoria Prentis put forward her 
concerns for Banbury and Bicester 
in the light of a round of funding 


cuts which she said would hit “areas 
of real deprivation”. 

In the debate last week, she told 
MPs: “I do not represent a rural 
idyll. I represent two large and grow¬ 
ing towns - Banbury and Bicester. 

“I feel particularly strongly about 
the fact that, because of the short¬ 
fall in local government funding, my 
council is having to make some very 
difficult funding decisions that will 
affect areas of real deprivation. 

“They will affect children’s cen¬ 
tres and health and wellbeing cen¬ 
tres and that is a worry” 

Mrs Prentis raised the concerns 
during a debate on local govern¬ 
ment funding initiated by Conserva¬ 
tive MP Graham Stuart. 

It was put forward to highlight dif¬ 
ferences between rural areas and 
urban areas. 


It comes as Oxfordshire County 
Council has to make savings of up 
to £70m over the next four years. 

After the debate, Mrs Prentis add¬ 
ed: “Local government funding is an 
extremely important issue for north 
Oxfordshire at the moment. 

“It is important to see first-hand 
how valuable these places are to our 
communities. 

“I was pleased to have the oppor¬ 
tunity to raise this in the Commons, 
particularly given the obvious dif¬ 
ferences in rural and urban funding. 

“I have more visits planned in 
north Oxfordshire, including to a 
health and wellbeing centre. I in¬ 
tend to continue discussions with 
colleagues in Westminster, too. 

“It is absolutely vital that we do 
everything we can to protect front¬ 
line services.” 



Conservative MP Victoria Prentis 



Visit free fair for new job in the New Year 


NEW starts for a new year are 
being offered by Banbury’s 
businesses as they prepare for 
the town’s first job fair of 2016. 

Companies looking to fill their 
vacancies are being invited to 
advertise them free at the fair, 
which will take place at the town 
hall on February 23. 

In previous years hundreds of 
job hunters have turned up to 
speak to company 
representatives about the 
careers on offer. 

Cherwell District Council’s 
lead member for estates and 
economy, Norman Bolster, said: 
“For lots of people, the new year 
signals a new start and one of 



the top resolutions is to find a 
new job. 

“Over the years, our job fairs 
have proved extremely popular 
with both jobseekers and 
employers, who are able to meet 
each other informally and learn 
more what the other has to offer. 


“We are now looking to recruit 
local employers for the event, 
who have local vacancies to 
promote. 

“This is a great opportunity 
for businesses to promote their 
jobs free to a target audience. 

“As such, the job fair has 
proved extremely popular in the 
past, with stalls fully booked.” 

The fair is free for all 
jobseekers. People do not need to 
be unemployed to take part, but 
can be seeking a first job, 
looking for a return to work or 
just a career change. 

The Banbury Job Fair is from 
10.30am to 2pm on Tuesday, 
February 23. Call 01295 221863. 
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‘Sad day’ is 
fiction, says 
Mind chief 


MENTAL HEALTH experts in 
Oxfordshire have labelled the 
concept of “Blue Monday” as 
damaging and trivialising to 
people suffering from 
depression. 

The start of this week was 
dubbed “Blue Monday” 
because researchers have 
suggested that it rates as the 
most depressing day of the 
year. 

Psychologist Dr Cliff Arnall 
identified the day in 2015 - 
calculated as the third 
Monday in January - by 
creating a formula which 
factored in the winter 
weather, levels of debt and the 
time that had passed since 
Christmas. 

But mental health charity 
Oxfordshire Mind said it 
wanted to dispel the notion of 
Blue Monday as just a “myth.” 

Its chief executive, Patrick 
Taylor, said: “Blue Monday 
contributes to damaging 
misconceptions about 
depression and trivialises an 
illness that can be life- 
threatening. 

“There is no credible 
evidence to suggest that one 
day in particular can increase 
the risk of people feeling 
depressed. 

“There are, of course, 
certain things that may make 
people feel down at this time 
of year, such as post- 
Christmas financial strains, 
broken New Year’s 
resolutions, bad weather and 
short daylight hours. 

However, depression is not 
just a one-day event.” 

He added: “We want to 
remind people in Oxfordshire 
that depression can happen at 
any time.” 

He said one in six people 
experienced depression 
during their lifetime. 

Common symptoms include 
insomnia, seeing no point in 
the future, feeling 
disconnected and 
experiencing suicidal 
thoughts. 

Mr Taylor urged anyone 
who had been affected by 
depression or anxiety to 
contact the free service 
TalkingSpace, which is run by 
Oxfordshire Mind alongside 
Oxford Health NHS 
Foundation Trust. 

The service can be contacted 
by telephone on 01865 901222 
or by email at talkingspace@ 
nhs.net. 


Aid for refugees is 
donated by village 


People stranded at Calais 
and Lesbos to get clothes 
and shelters from Hooky 

Naomi Herring 

nherring@nqo.com 

REFUGEES will get a hefty 
delivery of aid thanks to two 
friends who rallied round 
their village for donations. 

The organisers of CalAid 0X15 
were inundated with support on 
Saturday at a collection for refu¬ 
gees in the Greek island of Les¬ 
bos. 

Vanessa Porter, 44, set up the 
charity - which she has just re¬ 
named Hooky Refugee Action 
- with her friend Sami Newman 
last August. 

The Hook Norton accounts 
manager said: “I saw a video of 
a little boy from Syria who had 
been ran over by a militia group. 
His mother wanted him to get to 
the UK for treatment. He was the 
same age as my son and I thought 
what I would do if that was me.” 

She and Mrs Newman, also 
from Hook Norton, took it upon 
themselves to collect for the thou¬ 
sands of families living in limbo 
at European refugee camps. 

Mrs Porter said: “On Saturday 
we were trying to fill a container 
going to Lesbos, which is where 
a lot of refugees are. They need 
basic things like shoes and track- 
suit bottoms, because people get 
off the boat soaking without a 
change of clothes.” 

She was overwhelmed to collect 
enough to fill almost a third of 
the container, which is the size of 
six transit vans. 

She said: “It was brilliant. Peo¬ 
ple had even hand-knitted stuff, 
which just makes you cry Our 
local primary schools donated 




Church variety event 

BANBURY: The annual church variety 
show is back for another year at St 
Mary’s in Horsefair. 

The show returns on Saturday, January 
30, and brings together a host of local 
acts to entertain residents. 

Tickets are £7.50 for adults and £5 for 
children and can be bought from the 
Tourist information centre or Castle 
Quay Shopping Centre. 

It will run from 7pm; tickets will also be 
on the door subject to availability. 

Competition display 

BANBURY: Photography, sculptures 
and paintings from across north 
Oxfordshire will be shown at this year’s 
Ironstone Art Prize 2016. 

The competition and exhibition will be 
held at Banbury Museum in Spiceball 
Park Road from Saturday, January 23. 

Artists from across the north of the 
county have put forward their work to be 
judged by a panel of five people and the 
overall winner will be awarded the 
Ironstone Art Prize. 

It will run until March 12. 

Comic tale of family 

BANBURY: The Cross Players will 
perform It Runs in the Family at the Mill 
Arts Centre next month. 

The comedy features a married doctor 
hiding a secret from his wife after finding 
out he has a son from a past relationship. 

It runs from February 3 to 6. Tickets 
from the box office on 01295 279002. 

Jewellery on show 

BANBURY: Crafted jewellery will be on 
show at Rugrats and Halfpints in 
Beaumont Road. 

The KNR fingerprint jewellery sale - at 
the indoor play centre on March 17, from 
10am to noon - will include gifts to buy. 


Vanessa Porter and Sami 
Newman with some of the 
donations to help refugees 

food, and people gave us lots of 
bedding and blankets. We had a 
little cake sale which made £300, 
which we will save for the next 
emergency.” 

They also collected DIY prod¬ 
ucts to build shelters in Calais, 
where Mrs Porter said refugees 
are suffering in the cold. 

She said: “In the summer, peo¬ 
ple were in tents but they can’t 
live like that in this kind of 
weather. 

“One of the residents living in 
an area called The Swamp has a 
tent which is sopping wet, with 
rats in his bed. It’s horrendous.” 

Mrs Porter was thankful for 
the support of villagers. 

She said: “Somebody will give 
me their son’s old coat and I 
know the person that will hand 
out that coat to somebody else’s 
child. It’s more personal than 
chucking it in a charity bin, 
that’s why people respond well.” 


River revamp to finish this March 


A RIVERSIDE makeover to 
transform the River Cherwell at 
Banbury’s Spiceball Park is 
hoped to be completed by March 
this year. 

Work is ongoing in the area to 
improve natural habitats for 
fish, birds and river plants in 
the park owned by Banbury 
Town Council. 

It is part of a joint project run 
by the council and Berks, Bucks 
& Oxon Wildlife Trust. 

Banbury Town Council’s 
chairman of general services, 
Colin Clarke, said: “This is an 
exciting and innovative project 


that will open up the River 
Cherwell in one of our most 
popular parks. 

“Walking beside a river, 
watching birds and butterflies 
and listening to birdsong will be 
relaxing and enjoyable for 
everyone.” 

The first phase has seen the 
area cleared of vegetation and 
the trees overshadowing the 
river and creating shallow river 
banks. It is hoped this will 
encourage more river plants to 
grow and help clean the water. 

Following the clearing, 
pollarding and coppicing of the 


trees since last autumn, piles of 
wood have been left to create 
new habitats for beetles, newts 
and frogs over the winter. Other 
debris has been used to soften 
the river banks and create 
natural refuges for fish and 
river insects. 

A £31,000 grant from the 
Environment Agency was 
awarded for the first phase and 
the town council is continuing 
into phase two and encouraging 
local volunteers to help. 

Work on the site began in 
October and is hoped to be 
completed by March 2016. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 


It’s been a crazy 
few months for 
Cloudy 2Clear Windows. 
The company which 
specialises in repairing 
windows which are 
steamed up, broken or 
damaged by replacing 
the panes - not the 
frames has grown 
rapidly as homeowners 
take advantage of their 
services. 

Managing Director 
James Miller feels that 
it’s all about service. 

‘Our product is simple. 

If your double glazing is 
misted up we can replace 
the glass at a fraction 
of the cost of a new 
window, in any type of 
frame, and with a new 
10 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving 
people money, although 


that obviously helps. 
Many tradespeople have 
struggled since last year 
and I honestly feel that 
during the good times a 
minority perhaps didn’t 
focus on customer care 
as much as they should 
have done. We make sure 
we turn up when we say 
we will, do the job the 
customer requires and 
leave their house as clean 
as a whistle. I often get 
comments back from 
customers on how they 
really didn’t expect that 
sort of service which, 
in a way, is very sad for 
the service industry as a 
whole.’ 

Cloudy2Clear service 
the Oxford, Banbury 
& Abingdon areas and 
James is finding that his 
approach is a major factor 


in his success. ‘The truth 
is that it’s not just the 
personal satisfaction that 
I get from doing a good 
job but also it makes good 
business sense. I get a 
huge amount of business 
from friends and family of 
people I’ve done work for, 


which just goes to show 
how much a little bit of 
effort is appreciated.’ 

So, if your windows 
are steamed up, broken 
or damaged give James a 
call for a free quotation on 
0800 61 21118 and he’ll 
be happy to help! 



STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don’t replace the Frames... Just the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows! 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks! 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass! 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

IO Year Manufacturers Guarantee 


r* 


Priority Frvw phono 

0800 61 21 118 

vrww.cloody2clvjr.com 


„.wc make snwig money perfectly dear— 
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Appeal for snow wardens 


Volunteers are needed to 
grit roads and pavements 
to protect the vulnerable 
Naomi Herring 

nherring@nqo.com 


COMMUNITY snow wardens 
are being sought in Banbury 
as temperatures begin to drop 
and cold weather is expected to 
continue. 

Volunteers for The Neighbour¬ 
hood Snow Warden Scheme are 
wanted by Banbury Town Council. 

The council scheme brings resi¬ 
dents together to organise the grit¬ 
ting of the roads and pavements in 
the areas they live. 

Leader of Banbury Town Coun¬ 
cil Kieron Mallon said: “Snow 
wardens are important and valued 
members of the community 

“They keep our roads, pavements 
and footpaths safer for everyone 
throughout the winter - particu¬ 
larly elderly and vulnerable resi¬ 
dents who cannot help themselves. 

“Wardens look after roads and 
footpaths in the town that are 
not on priority gritting routes, 
and help keep the town moving 
at times when snow and ice could 
restrict travel to and from work, 
schools and shops. 

“It is an additional provision - 
not something that replaces any of 
our normal winter services. 

“The scheme is a great way of 
getting communities working to¬ 
gether during bad weather.” 





Councillor Kieron Mallon, above right, says wardens would 
clear paths and grit pavements in their neighbourhoods; 
snowfall over the weekend in Chipping Norton and on the 
nearby Rollright Stones ancient monument, left and above 


Last year, about 80 volunteers came 
forward to help their neighbours as 
temperatures dropped. 

It is part of a partnership between 
the town council, Oxfordshire Coun¬ 


ty Council and Cherwell District 
Council. 

Mr Mallon added: “We can also 
work with businesses who want to 
do their bit by clearing snow from 


around their places of work. 

“The scheme is tried and tested and 
works well. It is a perfect example of 
councils working with the commu¬ 
nity for the common good.” 


Warrant to 
arrest man 

A JUDGE said it was 
“infuriating” a man accused of 
assault and having an offensive 
weapon had not completed his 
legal aid forms. 

Judge Ian Pringle issued a 
warrant to arrest Barry 
Crowthers when the 28-year-old 
failed to attend a hearing at 
Oxford Crown Court on Monday 

Crowther, of Withycombe 
Drive, Banbury, denies 
possessing an offensive weapon 
in Greys Close, assaulting Donna 
Plant by beating her and causing 
criminal damage. 

When he failed to attend court, 
his counsel, Claire Fraser, said 
the defence was not ready for 
trial because Crowther’s legal 
aid had not been granted. 

Judge Pringle said it was 
infuriating Crowther had not 
completed the forms and issued 
a warrant backed for bail. 

Yob attack 

A MAN was punched in the 
mouth while picking up a 
takeaway on Sunday. 

The 41-year-old was parked in 
Middleton Road when a yob spat 
on the passenger window. The 
victim and his wife challenged 
the man who punched the 
husband - injuring his lip - 
before walking off. 

Police said the attacker was 
white, in his thirties, 5ft llin tall 
and of medium build. He had 
short hair and wore dark 
clothing and carried two white 
carrier bags. 



KIRTUNGTON GOLF CLUB 

A FRESH APPROACH 





MEMBERSHIP OFFER 

Join from the 1st February 2016 
and receive 13 months 
for the price of 12 


TRIAL FULL MEMBERSHIPS 

2 months Trial Membership Feb & Mar 2016 
for only £175 for full 7 day membership. 
Rates are also available for 5 day 
and senior memberships 
please contact the club for details. 

T & C's Apply 


Kirtlington Golf Club, Oxon 0X5 3JY 
• \ / • Telephone: 01869 351133 

Email: info@kirtlingtongolfclub.com 
www.kirtlingtongolfclub.com 


Situated 5 minutes from the M40 J9 

10 minutes from Bicester, Kidlington & Woodstock 

15 minutes from Oxford 

20 minutes from Banbury and Witney 


Y1 
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Plea to save services for 
families if centres close 



Cuts to children’s budget 
by county council could be 
a false economy - Labour 

Kieran Davey 

kdavey@nqo.com 


UNIVERSAL family services 
must be available to people 
even if the county’s children 
centres have to close, North 
Oxfordshire councillors have 
argued. 

They have responded to county 
council proposals that all 44 of the 
county’s centres and early inven¬ 
tion hubs should be closed, as part 
of plans to save £8m. 

As part of the county-wide pub¬ 
lic consultation on the plans, Cher- 
well District Council officers pro¬ 
duced a report which suggested 
councillors approve “Option 2” 
proposed by the county council. 

This would mean eight centres 
would be retained for the most vul¬ 
nerable families, although some 
universal services may still be 
provided. 

In response to the report, Labour 
councillor Sean Woodcock called 
the proposals “short-sighted” and 
said closing the centres would 
mean more money would be lost 


than if they were saved. 

He added: “This is going to be 
a false economy in the long run. 
This district should stand up for 
all the children’s centres.” 

There are 10 children centres 


and two early intervention hubs in 
the district. 

Conservative councillor Kieron 
Mallon said: “I am a realist, and I 
do not think all 44 children centres 
will be saved. There is not a one 


size fits all solution to suit every¬ 
one.” 

The report also recommended 
that efforts should be made to 
maintain strong links between 
children’s centres and schools. 


Staff may strike 
to combat cuts 

UNION members at Oxfordshire 
County Council could strike over 
proposed cuts to children’s centres 
aimed at saving £8 million. 

Unite has warned it will ballot staff 
who are members between this week 
and February 5. 

The move is over the proposed closure 
of 44 children’s centres across the 
county, as well as seven early 
intervention hubs, which the union 
says will put 420 “highly skilled” jobs at 
risk. 

Unite says the children’s centres are 
“vital support services for children, 
young people and their parents”. 

Regional officer Chris Gray said: “We 
are urging councillors to find an 
alternative solution to these damaging 
cuts and to vote against the proposals. 

“The future of Oxfordshire’s 
children’s early intervention service is 
in their hands. 

“They would do well to remember 
these cuts are the falsest of false 
economies. 

“Our members protect children and 
young people from more costly 
interventions like social services, 
mental health services and prison.” 

The county council will vote on its 
latest budget proposals on February 16. 

It wants to replace the centres with 
eight facilities for people aged up to 19 
that will be run by a new service. 

It is part of wider savings of more 
than £290 million the local authority 
has been forced to make since 2010 due 
to Government funding cuts. 

Senior figures are also grappling with 
how they will find another £70 million 
of savings in time for next month’s 
proposed budget. 


ARE YOU LOOKING FOR 
AN NHS DENTIST? 

At Yeovil Dental Practice you can be sure 
of excellent care from a team of 
professionals that put our patients 7 needs 
first. 

• Late appointments available 

• Short waiting times 

• Disabled access 

• NHS and private care available 

• Male & Female Dentists 


Book your appointment online today. Just visit: 

www.yeovil-dental.co.uk 

if /_._ 

/ M 


Special Offer 


Opalescence Tooth 
Whitening just £99.00 


(subject to dental examination) 



We are open: 


8:30am to 7.00pm 
8:30am to 5.30pm 
8:30am to 7.00pm 
8:30am to 5.30pm 
8:30am to 5.00pm 


Banbury 

Dental Practice 


35 High Street, Banbury, Oxon, 0X16 5ER 
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Council leader apologises for effects of cash crisis as organisations prepare for funding devastation 


One-off cuts to plug 
£23m ‘black hole’ 

TEMPORARY measures have been 
deployed to cover an estimated £23m 
black hole in county finances for the 
coming year, with bosses yet to find a 
permanent solution. 

Oxfordshire County Council said in 
December it would have to find the 
extra cash, on top of the previously 
announced £51m, due to a change in 
the Government’s funding formula. 

After working through the 
Christmas holidays, finance chiefs 
this week said they could cover the 
immediate shortfall for 2016/17 with 
one-off cuts. 

But they still need to find a 
permanent way of saving £llm of the 
overall figure from its annual budget. 

The costs were covered this year 
using cash from reserves, changes to 
calculations of inflation and council 
tax income totalling £7.5m, and by 
making some cuts sooner than 
originally planned. 

Mobile libraries are to be scrapped 
this year instead of in 2018, bringing 
an extra £122,000 saving, with staff 
cuts at trading standards to be 
brought forward to save £270,000. 

Funds for staff training have been 
cut by £230,000 and £340,000 less is to 
be spent to buy library books. 

But Nick Hards, a Labour county 
councillor, claimed that some of the 
changes represented “a gamble”. 

He raised concern about a new 
council estimate - in line with central 
government forecasts - that £3.6m 
more in council tax would be 
collected than previously thought. 


‘Brutal cuts’ inevitable 
as county drafts budget 



Ian Hudspeth, right, 
addressing parents who 
marched on County Hall 
last year to protest against 
proposed cuts; Labour 
group leader Liz Brighouse, 
above; Paul Cann, the chief 
executive of Age UK, below 



Somebody you know getting 

married? 


Matt Oliver 

moliver@nqo.com 


CAMPAIGNERS had their 
worst fears confirmed as 
council leaders in Oxford¬ 
shire said they would have to 
push through more than £51m 
of “brutal” cuts, despite over¬ 
whelming opposition. 

The measures - branded by 
charities as “disastrous” - in¬ 
clude scrapping mobile libraries 
and bus subsidies, reducing fund¬ 
ing for the arts, homeless sup¬ 
port, road gritting, elderly day 
services and support for carers, 
and replacing 44 children’s cen¬ 
tres and seven early intervention 
hubs with eight centres. 

Oxfordshire County Council 
leader Ian Hudspeth said the au¬ 
thority was “desperately sorry” 
but had no option. 

He said there would be more 
cuts to come, with £llm of an 
estimated further £23m shortfall 
revealed still to be found in the 
long-term. 

All services that were not statu¬ 


tory, he added, were now at risk. 

The council avoided making 
the extra savings this year using 
one-off measures to “buy time”, 
but taxpayers now face a 3.99 per 
cent rise in council tax - about 
£50 per year - to pay for rising 
costs in social care. 

Mr Hudspeth said: “It is a 
more brutal budget than we 
thought and we are now facing a 
very challenging time. 

“Our temporary measures 
mean we avoid cash flow prob¬ 
lems, but they are a solution for 
one year only” 

Jan Sunman, an Oxford Fam¬ 
ily Support Network campaign¬ 
er, said: “There is a real sense 
of impotence. It’s deeply sad¬ 
dening to see the cuts go ahead 
and the impact will be felt right 
across the community” 

Campaign group Enough is 
Enough - a coalition of 16 or¬ 
ganisations including Age UK, 
Citizens Advice and Alzheimer’s 
Society - had “grave concerns”. 

Paul Cann, chief executive of 
Age UK Oxfordshire, said: “This 
is a disastrous blow to the inter¬ 
ests of vulnerable people. What 


we have to do now is retrieve 
what we can from the rubble.” 

He suggested district councils 
should use cash reserves to set 
up a “transition fund” to help 
reduce the impact. 

Save Oxfordshire’s Children’s 
Centres campaign leader Jill 
Huish, of Banbury, said: “There 
are serious fears that all of 
these cuts together are going to 
push people into crisis.” 

County Labour group leader 
Liz Brighouse said she was told 
of the decision to press ahead 
with £51.6m of cuts on Monday. 

She said: “They are going to 
damage people’s lives and we 
remain concerned about them.” 

David Williams, leader of the 
Green group, called for a big¬ 
ger rise in council tax - which 
would require a referendum - 
and said parking charges should 
rise to reduce cuts. 

He added: “We have to try 
and raise more money, because 
many of these savings are just 
false economies.” 

The cabinet will consider its 
budget on Tuesday. It will go to a 
full council vote on February 16. 


Tax to rise to pay for police 


Share your good news with a Family Announcement 


From 

Only 



,oo 


inc VAT 


for a 5x2 advert 


Telephone 01865 420420 

or email reception@nqo.com 


PEOPLE in the Thames Valley 
will pay extra to the police force 
through council tax, to soften 
the blow from funding cuts. 

Police and Crime Commission¬ 
er Anthony Stansfeld approved 
a two per cent rise in the force’s 
tax precept at a police, planning 
and performance meeting on 
Monday. 

Chief Constable Francis Hab- 
good and Mr Stansfeld discussed 
and approved the budget with 
colleagues for the next financial 
year. 


The 43,665 band D households 
in Oxford City will pay £3.26 
more than last year, which 
brings the total bill per each 
house to £166.96 - a figure still 
below the national average of 
£172.17 per year. 

The rise in the precept, which 
is part of council tax, was put 
forward to help balance the rev¬ 
enue budget for financial year. 

The force is also proposing to 
recruit more special constables 
to take up roles in specified are¬ 
as, such as fraud or cyber crime. 


Mr Stansfeld said he was 
pleased with the budget for 
the next year after Chancellor 
George Osborne decided not to 
enforce 25 per cent cuts in his 
autumn statement. 

He added: “We have been told 
by central Government to put 
the precept up and I thought it 
was the correct decision. 

“We still have fairly large cuts 
to put in place this year, but I’m 
a lot happier than I thought I 
would be when we had forecast 
for even larger cuts.” 
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New signs for 
M40 motorists 

ROAD users will soon benefit from the 
latest technology on the M40, after 
work to upgrade message signs started 
on Monday. 

The £1.7million project, which will 
take place at various locations between 
junctions 1A for the M25 and 10 at 
Ardley, will involve removing the old 
overhead message signs and replacing 
them with new models. 

Highways England project manager 
Neil Doherty said: “This work will 
ensure better journeys for drivers as 
they will benefit from the latest 
technology to get up-to-date 
information about hazards or delays 
ahead. 

“We have timed the work to minimise 
disruption but we are advising people 
to allow extra time for their journeys 
when closures are in place.” 

The first stage of work, to prepare the 
sites for the new signs, will be carried 
out in the roadside verges and should 
be completed by the end of January. 

Only hard shoulders will be closed 
and drivers will not be affected during 
this part. 

The next part of the project, to install 
and switch on the new signs, will start 
on January 25. 


Cropredy for a 
bit of Madness 


Popular 2 Tone band all 
set to headline Fairport 
Convention’s festival 
Tim Hughes 

thughes@nqo.com 


IT is going to be Madness at 
this year’s Cropredy Festi¬ 
val. Quite literally. 

The 2 Tone pop act, who made 
their name in the 1970s and 
1980s, are among the headliners 
announced for this summer’s 
Fairport’s Cropredy Conven¬ 
tion. 

The House of Fun stars, front¬ 
ed by Graham ‘Suggs’ McPher¬ 
son, will headline the Thursday 
night. Friday’s line-up will be 
topped by tribute act the Boot¬ 
leg Beatles. 

The Saturday will, as usual, be 
headlined by festival organisers 


Fairport Convention. 

The three-day event runs 
from August 11 to 13 and is ex¬ 
pected to attract up to 20,000 
festival-goers. They will be able 
to hear more than 30 hours of 
live music from 20 acts. 

The latest announced acts will 
join a line-up already featuring 
Streets of London star Ralph 
McTell, folk-rockers Steeleye 
Span and hillbilly rockers Hay¬ 
seed Dixie. 

There will also be music from 
young folk duo Gilmore & Rob¬ 
erts, prog rockers Lifesigns, 
Gryphon and Headspace, An¬ 
thony John Clarke and Fair- 
port’s Dave Pegg, Sound of the 
Sirens, Wille and the Bandits, 
Richard Digance, Pierce Broth¬ 
ers, Demon Barbers XL and 
Babylon Circus. 

One-day, two-day and three- 
day tickets are available from 
fairportconvention.com or by 
calling 01295 404044. 



Ralph McTell, above, pictured on 
the Cropredy stage in 2009; 
Friday night's headliners, the 
Bootleg Beatles, below 



www.bristolstreet.co.uk 



by Bristol Street Motors 


Save, Save and Save again. For great cars, 
great prices and unbeatable value ...It has to 
be ‘THE SALE’ by Bristol Street Motors. 



BANBURY HYUNDAI BANBURY PEUGEOT 

Southam Road, Banbury, 0X16 2RS Southam Road, Banbury, 0X16 2RS 

Tel 01295 253 511 Tel 01295 253 511 

Terms and conditions apply. Excludes Managers Specials. 


Follow us on 



JudgeService^ 

ys% Kecommend tsristoi street Motors 


^ Bristol Street Motors 

A Great Deal More For You 
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New head with exciting 
plans for school’s future 



Toby Spence, the newly-appointed head of Sibford School, with Michael Goodwin 


Appointment of teacher 
who worked in Kenya with 
underprivileged children 

Kieran Davey 

kdavey@nqo.com 


A TEACHER who looks after 
underprivileged children in 
Kenya will become the new 
headteacher of Sibford School 
in September. 

Toby Spence will take over from 
Michael Goodwin, who is retiring 
after being head at the school for 
12 years. 

Mr Spence, who was born in 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, will be¬ 
come only the twelfth head in the 
school’s 174-year history He is cur¬ 
rently head of an international 
day and boarding school in Kenya, 
for children aged two to 18. 

He said: “I’m greatly looking 
forward to moving back to the UK 
and taking over as head of Sibford 
School.” 

Mr Spence, who has three chil¬ 
dren with his wife Jill, studied 
history and physical education at 
Sheffield University before spend¬ 
ing five years as head of history at 
Bootham School in York. 

In 2007, he was appointed direc¬ 
tor of learning in Yarm School 


in Stockton-on-Tees. He moved to 
Kenya three years ago. 

School committee chairman 
Seren Wildwood said: “We had a 
very strong field of candidates 
for this post but believe that Toby 


is the perfect person to take over 
the headship here at Sibford. He 
has some exciting plans for the 
future.” 

Mr Goodwin said: “I see in Toby 
Spence the kind of personal quali¬ 


ties and values that will fit so well 
with Sibford School’s ethos. He 
clearly has the right kind of edu¬ 
cational and leadership experi¬ 
ence. I am delighted that he has 
accepted the post.” 


Recruits plea at 
ambulances day 

PEOPLE were able to get a glimpse of 
how paramedics operate on a daily basis 
at a South Central Ambulance Service 
recruitment day. 

Staff gave 
information about 
their jobs to 
encourage people to 
sign up for a 
number of roles, 
including drivers, 
emergency 
response staff and 
call centre workers. 

Organisers said 
the event, in 
Bicester, had been a 
success after more 
than 200 people 
attended. 

Paul Antony, of Botley, said: “I went 
along because I was just curious how 
everything worked. 

“I has never been inside an ambulance 
before so that was new for me. It was 
quite interesting to see how they all work 
and what they do on a day-to-day basis.” 


Healthwatch meeting 

GP patients can question Oxfordshire’s 
health watchdog about its plans to 
become a charity at a public meeting. 

The board of Healthwatch Oxfordshire 
will meet at Abingdon’s Long Furlong 
Community Centre on January 26, from 
4pm. Patients can submit questions up to 
five working days before the meeting. 

The board is seeking charitable status 
to secure more funding amid local 
government cuts. An agenda and contact 
details for questions can be found at 
healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk. 



Education manager 
Max Suhdeo talks 
to Paul Antony 
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Reader Offers 

Quality holidays & breaks 
at affordable prices 


Newmarket 


* MllllMI 4 
' TRAV'Fl J 
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Andre Rieu in Maastricht 

Live In concert on the Vrljthof Square 
3 days from £269.00, 0 ft 15 July 2016 

See Ancte fceu n hometown of Maostrizht r the Netherlands. Don’t mss 
the *av» ii k r u and It* eu iketftil .Mmit Shinns Orchestra. Choc, SiAoish and 
Sacofll G jests r a nrugcal muscat ctqpcncrce >txj «ril forjspct. Dunrtg 

tf* concert un yoi/ll see Artir^pidy mulic f»om 60046 h* 

ropcrtoco. includrg Ms latest rctcasc, Roman H: 4 car,. 

MtfMJghts A Inc lesions 


A seated ticket to see AndriRtouft 
The j^hem Stfeim Orchestra fo? 
n corceft on the Vr|thct Square 
r Mwjtrrht Itcket 'JCK T ode; 

A *r«t to Maastricht 


• Two nfpti' three star sta'iCbr d bed 
and continental trnekhnt hctH 
jccor»madafcor 

• Coach tra.et from the locdt area ard 
OronnelcT055irc3 

• Escorted by s tnerdty tour manager 


Spanish Riding School 
of Vienna 

At the Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham 
2 day* frorn £139.00,19 Nowfntwr 2016 

Tbm f«niMi W*» !■* L il/ttrrn riwx vi the ltdrg Sdvxr. </ 

Vonoa are hcoctog buck to Bntan^n 2016 and you could be there to o^eherce 
thr* eitraonkrvry and cWorjjettable spectacle. 


bad and tr-fjlOi 

break fout accommodation at a good 
hotel n theMrforvH free 
Coach u from the local area 
Escorted by a friendy torn r-enaser 


A ticket for The 

School of Votta at the Barclaycard 
Arena. hritir^fer 

Viut to Stratford 14*10 


Take your 
seats on a 
Newmarket 
concert 
or theatre 
break 


all 0330 160 7730 oxs Visit newmarketholidays.co.uk/oxs 


•abta 
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ARE YOU TEARING YOUR HAIR OUT TRYING TO FIND 
QUALITY TRADES PEOPLE? 
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Inspired Trades and Property are a group of independent companies that know, trust and recommend each other. We aim to 
inspire consumer confidence - as we are not only accountable to you but to each other as professionals - and save you the 
chore of searching for multiple property-related services 


Neil Clarke Architecture 

A full range of architectural services delivered with three core principles: clear communication, simple fee proposals, 
prompt and professional services. We have a specialism for getting planning approved, even if it has been declined 
before, so call us for a chat about your project. 


www.nca-architecture.co.uk 




itoclurt Ignited 


I 


Carpet Cleaner 


Grimebusters 


We clean carpets, rugs and upholstery throughout Oxfordshire and the Cotswolds. Grimebusters use the latest low moisture 
machinery to leave your carpets beautifully clean and usable within the hour. 

Unbeatable results, competitive rates and no damp and nasty 'wet dog' smells _ 

hanging round your house for days after. Prompt, polite and professional, you GilMlBUSTERS 
know who to call! 
www.grimebusters.co.uk 




SP Carpets & Flooring 


Working with both domestic and commercial clients we pride ourselves on the vast 
array of flooring we are able to offer; from carpets to solid wood and everything in 
between. We have built our reputation on value for money, a fantastic fitting service 
and brilliant relationships with our customers. 

www.spcarpets.co.uk 



Isis Electrical 

Isis Electrical offers a full electrical service, from a simple socket to delivering a fully integrated smart 
home. All our engineers are highly qualified, CRB checked and registered with the relevant bodies. 
Our service includes 48hr turnaround on estimates, call backs and appointment reminders, so there 
are no nasty shocks! 

www.isiselectrical.co.uk 




Estate Agent 


Taylor Cox 


Sales, mortgages and damned fine advice! 

Recently established but already instructed by national home builders, Taylor Cox are Oxfordshire's 
Property Professionals. They combine their property expertise and no-nonsense approach to sell your 
home for the best price with minimal stress. Call today for a free valuation. 


www.taycox.com 


Interior Design 



Garden & Grounds 


Me, My Spade and I 


We provide specialist horticultural services to residential and commercial clients of all sizes. Everything you 
need for a beautiful garden or grounds from design and plant selection, landscaping and 
installation, to regular or periodic maintenance. Give us a call to get your garden looking its 
best all year round. 

www.memyspadeandi.com 


Clarify Interiors 


Kitchen Design 


J&S House of Design 


From a one-room makeover to a whole new look, clutter clearing to finishing touches, our interiors magic makes the 


What do you look for in a new kitchen? We don't ask what you want to spend, but more 


most of your space whatever your budget. We're home staging experts too, trained by TV's House Doctor Ann Maurice to 


importantly what you want for your spend. We work with leading brands and product 


highlight your property's full potential, helping home-owners and developers sell or let 
fast and profitably. 

www.clarifyinteriors.co.uk 

CL ART 

INTERIORS 


options and with 30 years' experience in kitchen, bedroom and bathroom design, J&S 
House of Design will provide you with more than you thought possible for every room in 
your home. 

www.jshouseofdesign.co.uk 

N 


Letting Agent 


Right Letting Agents 


Are you fed up with letting agents charging excessive fees and offering a sub-standard service? We 
offer fixed fees of 9%, no hidden extras and a free six month rent guarantee. We have an expert 
knowledge of Oxfordshire and a proven track record managing and finding the perfect tenants -/ 
for your properties. 


rb Gas 


www.rightestateagents.co.uk 


Plumbing & Heating (|) 


We are Oxford's premier plumbing and heating company, and have saved customers ElOOO's as we 
maintain & repair rather than replace. We repair, service & install boilers, central heating, 
underfloor and warm air heating, gas fires, water heaters, cookers and more. Save some money 
by simply calling us before Christmas to book your next boiler service for only £60 plus vat. 

www.rbgas.co.uk 


right 


tutting 

tQHU 


rbGas 




Painter & Decorator 


Creations Painting Ltd 


We offer bespoke painting and decorating services including wall papering, wood treatment and restoration, utilising both 
modern and traditional techniques to create your desired finish. We also hold the Dulux Select standard and trust mark, 
offering a two year guarantee on work with Dulux paints. 


www.creationspaint.co.uk 


Security Systems 


Safeguard Secure Solutions 


Safeguard install, maintain and repair alarms, CCTV, door entry systems and automated gates. A family run accredited 
company with over 45 years' experience, we offer a responsive local service at an affordable rate. If you would like 
our help with an existing security system as listed above, or if you want to talk about new security measures we are 
happy to offer our advice. SAFEGUARD'**^* 

www.safeguardsecure.co.uk 


.1 


Call us today to talk to any of our Inspired Trades on 01865 595695 
email: info@inspiredtrades.co.uk | www.inspiredtrades.co.uk 
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Reader Offers 

Quality holidays & breaks 
at affordable prices 

Portmeirion & Welsh 
Mountain Steam 

Full of variety and interest! 

4 days from £219.00,22 Apr, 24 Jun a 23 Sept 2016 

£«p*cxe the tpnnrr^ ketanate vrikwe of Portmeihon end ergry t*t> 
mcnorubf 'aiwsy joirney* whkb take you too** to caastfram Ltandudho 
through jncwdTwj to ftr there dog. rcljckig a ride erv the famous ffe*tn«op 
Raftway. There'S also the chance to journey an the recently restored IftMsh 
Highland Rstaay. This dJ adds up to a memorable brer*. based n the pcpiiar 
coastal resect of Rhyl 

Highlights 6 inclusions 

• Stigle jociney* tri the 
Corrwy Valley Katway awl 
ffwtriogSlabwry 

• Visit to Portmcror 

• Tti <h» 

accanmortoUin at the 


We*tnr»n*ter Hctet r» fihyl 

• Coach trowel from the local area 

• Escorted by a friendy 
tcur manager 

%w.KtiyeW( 

r?»*n 



m 

Newmarket 

Holidays 


MSI iAfcal 
UCUDtf t(MN«rr 


Convenient 
local coach 
pick-up 
points! 

All of our award- 
winning holidays 
include: 

* Interesting and 
well-planned 
itineraries and 
excursions 

The services 
of a friendly, 
experienced 
tour manager 

v Carefully 
selected, good 
quality hotels 

v Travel 
throughout 


Lindisfarne & the 
Alnwick Garden 

Explore the beautiful kingdom of Northumbria! 

4 d«ys from £259.00,27 Hoy a 29 July 2016 

VM the "«£■:<* Arm. k fonitrx ■»*•</ ttu* most UM ab«4 dirt meMU» 
garden transtermabare of recent times and Holy >sland. or Lndsfame. cradle 
dftngehChrfetipily'.or.ttw*tjr»defful •eHnrd *Wlld&oet*3yatourof 
r4orb'4intindfs heritage coastlne. 

Hfehlfetit* S Inclusions 


Beamish, Whitby & the North 
York Moors Railway 

NofUlfit and scenic beauty 

4 days from £285.00,22 Apr! a 14 October 2016 

Export* Bewitsh.Tk* L vng Muwumof Du Ncxtb, * wumferM floatation 
of Narth£aat tfe n 1625 and 1911 eryoy some sea ar in gfrntby, and journey 
thfouar* SOmAitimfig •r.merycm thy bteumhr Jed Hr in *Om*MOOr y 

h g h% M %4-ciutok»m 


in modern, 

comfortable 

coaches 

Great Value & 
great quality 


Ertforce to Tho Alrwrk Ga'cten 
Tou nfNOfthLxnhrwi^hs'r^ 
ccmttre and vist toUrdsf^rre 
WsttoVOfk 

Tfceo ngtiU 1 drrwr, b«d 4nd Engkh 
breakfast accommodatonatthe 


£10 off 

Special Offer 



t rrM-&Mr hciidUi Inr in Mathrgton 
(prsMk) 

• Coach travel from the local area 

• Escortaddyafrandly tounfiangp* 

HUia iCttojfu row A.v« /*era, fei «r«H* 

(t*yHi 

Cream of the 
Cotswolds 

A great-value midweek break 
5 days from £259.00,18 Apr A 10 Oct 2016 

OfcCfMtf 40(1 ftspfcvtp thi *c*c*c Hswt of E^JanfT 

HUMifhts A Inclusions 

• ro MoetrxWVM^th 4^1SrfW-Orvrh*-Woid 

• ft wait toB&aton-oMha-atotei -aOottwdxl favourite 

• losure hmein Hsfcyc Warwick 

• Veits to Bfrljuryard Shakespeare's Stratfa*d-ix>nn*ftrsi>n 

• Journey through the Vais cf Evesham to volt B*asdaay 

• four Vn drrir tad a d biask! ail acLcmprodatxx) at 
the Aeryal Cdut Hotel h Coventry 

• Conch tra»e! from the local area 

• Escorted by a f nerd>y tour manager 

toUjltoiseyiUtllw yrsonaWiiUI fOsOtKrxtXtepmto^ 

eene'TVyeyto s» toU in*to 


VisttoNa-Togate 
ft. rue or the Nodi Wat Moors 
Stzimirf Crror, Pibwrg to rrotavurt 
V M to *Ntt* 

Entrance to Btonnh 
VisttotheWchrmrd 
Three rights' dnner. bed anc EnflO*> 




Irwkfast ecconmortattnat the 
St Gcorgis HjCU id Cartr^tan 
forsamiar) 

• Coach travel front he local area 

• Escort*? by jfnoncl, tour mjrugir 

y UDWvtUfOU *1*1* I |l 

d*ypf 

Autumn Gold in 
the Lakes 

A feast to autumned coloursf 
3 days from £189.00,7 October 2016 

This r; yru rh.vrp to otptoro Ctottiv and eryoy the 
awesome beauty of the lake*. 

ItgU H g ht s A Wcliwkms 

• lour of theReOc District 

• LafceOedKtveltarda topontheLdceadeA 
Ma^erthwate stairway and a CfUAt on La«e Vftn^emHre 

• ft v*5it to Chester 

• T*oriots'dnrer ted ord Englsh bresAfasit 
4Ct cxrtnooetwn at 6 *0Od hotfl 

• Coach tfaMfmm the Ibcdafeo 

• Escorted by a fnerd.y tour -renager 

*•«*toidtsbrsry JCUo«m«Uico*» 1S tlC*«Srwa<nx»rr:s»^ 




Call 0330 160 7730 ox's visit newmarketholidoys.co.uk/oxs 


Vn %*mlhe**W»n 


•ABTA 






















banburycake.co.uk/ news 


Thursday, January 21, 2016 BANBURY CAKE 11 


Oxfordshire Listings 



Events 

THURSDAY 

Tokens of Love: The Oxfordshire 
Museum, Park Street, Woodstock. This 
exhibition traces the history of the 
Valentine from early 19th century 
onwards. It features objects used as love 
tokens, including bobbins and corset 
stays to rings and photographs, via 
smocks and samplers and a stunning 
collection of Valentine cards from Shell, 
which began sending Valentine greetings 
cards to their female drivers in 1938. 

Until March 13. Free admission. 01993 
811456. 

Robert Strange: Cornerstone Arts 
Centre, 25 Station Road, Didcot. The 
Harwell artist is staging an exhibition of 
everyday items that we regularly use and 
throw-away, From from dice to plastic 
cracker toys, along with detailed 
drawings, paintings, prints and 
photographs. Open Tuesday-Saturday 
10am-6pm, Sunday 11am-4pm, closed 
Monday. Until February 21. Free 
admission. 01235 515144. 

FRIDAY 

Game show challenge: Westcott 
Sports and Social Club, Ashendon Road, 
Westcott. 7pm. £10 per person, including 
a buffet. Form a team or join another - 
maximum of 10 per team. Book a table 
by calling Donna 01296 651855. Profits 
will go to the Umbrella Fund. 

SATURDAY 

Quiz night: The Pine Lodge, Thame 
Road, Little Milton. Come on your own or 
in a team. Licensed bar - corkage £2 per 
bottle. 7pm. Tickets at £8, including a 
two-course dinner, are on sale at LM Post 
Office. 

Table-top sale: Island Farm Donkey 
Sanctuary, Old Didcot Road, Brightwell- 
cum-Sotwell. Indoor table-top and jumble 
sale at Island Farm Donkey Sanctuary, 
Brightwell-cum-Sotwell. Varied stalls, 
good parking and refreshments. 11am. 
50p. Setting up for sellers from 10am. 
Pitches available from £6 (tables 
supplied) - call 01491 833938. 

Circular walk: Meet at Begbroke 
Village Hall, ref. SP470140 at 10.30am 
for a leisurely five-mile walk. Registered 
assistance dogs only. Organised by Jan 
Lacey of Bicester and Kidlington 
Ramblers on 07920 842699. The 
group’s AGM is at the Royal Sun at 3pm. 

Burmese Cat Association Show: 

Ardley with Fewcott Village Hall, Ardley. 
The association is having its first 
championship show. There will be a 
range of classes for pedigree Burmese 
cats and kittens of all colours as well as 
non-pedigree pet classes. Teas, coffees, 
cakes and other refreshments will be 
available. There will be a raffle in aid of 
cat welfare. 1 pm. Adults £2.50, 
concessions £1, family ticket £5. 01827 
715591. 

Indoor car boot sale: Dunmore 
Primary School, Northcourt Road, 
Abingdon. Refreshments available. 
10.30am-12.30pm Entry £1, children 
free. If you are interested in selling, you 
can hire a table for £5 - contact Stacey 
at friendsofdunmore@hotmail.com 

Volunteer open day: Cogges Manor 
Farm, Church Lane, Witney. Drop-in event 
for anyone thinking of volunteering at the 
farm. Meet the gardening team, take a 
house tour and find out about plans for 
the development of Cogges. Available 
roles include administration, marketing, 
stewarding, gardening, animal care, tour 


guides. 10am-3pm. 01993 772602. 

Jumble sale: Village hall, Fewcott 
Road, Fritwell. Cakes, bric-a-brac, books, 
toys, teas and good-as-new clothes are 
being sold in aid of St John Ambulance. 
Free. 07725 783112. 

TUESDAY 

Kidlington and District Historical 
Society: St John’s Ambulance Hall, 

High Street, Kidlington. Villager John 
Lowe, who has researched the 
backgrounds of all the men whose 
names appear on the Kidlington War 
Memorial, will give a talk entitled Where 
Are the Boys of the Village Tonight?, 
which coincides with the release of his 
book on the subject. 7.50pm. Visitors 
£3.50, under 26s 50p. 01865 375758. 

Circular walk: A leisurely 3.5-mile walk 
via Aynho, meeting near The Fox pub, 
Souldern, ref. SP521315, at 10am. 
Organised by Mary Gough, of Bicester 
and Kidlington Ramblers. 07939 826412. 

Ramblers’ walk: Meet at the village hall 
car park, Stanton St John at 10am. Five- 
mile walk to Beckley and Sydlings 
Copse, with pub stop at end. The walk is 
not suitable for dogs. Organised by 
Thame and Wheatley group of the 
Ramblers’ Association. 01865 358905. 

WEDNESDAY 

Charity quiz night: The Oxfordshire 
Yeoman pub, 172 Wroslyn Road, 
Freeland. In aid of Marie Curie Cancer 
Care. You can come as a team or be put 
into one on the night. 

Bar snacks are available. Raffle prizes on 
the night would be appreciated. 7.30pm 
for 8pm. Entry £3. For more information, 
contact Nicky Clargo on Oxfordshire. 
stars@gmail.com 

Alice in Waterland: Museum of Oxford, 
St. Aldates, Oxford. Talk by local author 
Mark Davies to coincide with the date of 
Lewis Carroll’s birthday in 1832, about 
the inspirational people, places, and 
events on or by the river. 6pm. Free. 
01865 252334. 

Wildlife on your doorstep: Large 
village hall, Hunters Field, Stanford in the 
Vale. Talk by keen photographer May 
Parker, author of book Just Before the 
Dawn. There will be a raffle, plus tea and 
coffee. 7.30pm. £3 for non members. 

Free parking. 01367 710445. 

Comedy 

THURSDAY 

Josh Widdicombe: Oxford Playhouse, 
Beaumont Street, Oxford. Widdicombe 
has a BBC3 sitcom, Josh, and is a 
regular panellist on television comedy 
shows such as Channel 4’s The Last 
Leg and presenter of BBC Radio 5 Live’s 
Saturday morning sport show Fighting 
Talk. He is on tour with his new stand-up 
show What Do I Do Now? His show on 
Friday is sold out. 7.30pm. Tickets 
£17.50, concessions £15.50 from 
oxfordplayhouse.com 

FRIDAY 

Ian Stone: The Northcourt (Abingdon 
Utd FC), Northcourt Road, Abingdon. Ian 
Stone is considered one of the most 
talented topical acts in the country and is 
provocative but with an easy-going 
manner. He has had many TV 
appearances, including Mock the Week 
on BBC2 and is presenter of BT Sport 
show The Football’s On. Also appearing 
on the night will be James Redmond and 
John Lynn. 7.30pm. £12. 01235 856076. 
The Noise Next Door: The Mill Arts 


Centre, Banbury. The improvisation 
comedy group is on its third national tour, 
taking audience suggestions and 
transform them into funny scenes and 
songs in the blink of an eye. There will be 
ludicrous characters, witty one-liners, 
epic stories, and explosive physicality. 
Last year, the group had an eighth 
consecutive sell-out run at the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival and a series of television 
appearances. 8pm. £19. 01295 279002. 

SATURDAY 

The Noise Next Door: Cornerstone 
Arts Centre, 25 Station Road, Didcot. 
8pm. £14.50, concessions £13. 01235 
515144. See above for details of the act. 

Hal Cruttenden: The Theatre, Chipping 
Norton. The host of Live at the Apollo and 
star of Radio 4, is back on the road, 
ranting about the real evils of the modern 
world, such as over-sharing on social 
media and the 5:2 diet. 7.45pm. £16. 
01608 642350. 

Music 

FRIDAY 

Female folk artists: Cornerstone Arts 
Centre, 25 Station Road, Didcot. Ten top 
female folk musicians will perform on the 
night, including Eliza Carthy, Karine 
Polwart, the Lady Maisery trio, Hazel 
Askew, Rowan Rheingans and 
international fiddler Hannah Read. Songs 
of Separation will feature music 
spanning the traditions of England and 
Scotland. 8pm. Adults £20, concessions 
£18. 01235 515144. 

Bon Jovi tribute: The Theatre, 

Chipping Norton. Bon Giovi will perform 
the band’s hits including Livin’ on a 
Prayer, It’s My Life and Wanted Dead 
or Alive. 7.45pm. £16.50. 01608 
642350. 

Pete McCray: The Angel, Market 
Square, Witney. The best in soul and 
reggae music. 9pm. Free entry. 01993 
703238. 

SATURDAY 

Yes tribute: Players Theatre, Nelson 
Street, Thame. The tribute act Yes Please 
will perform the music of the successful 
1970s prog rock band, whose hits 
include Wondrous Stories and Owner 
of a Lonely Fieart. 7.45pm. £10. 01296 
747017. 

The Summits: Lampet Arms, 
Tadmarton, near Banbury. Male duo 
perform a mixture of covers from 1960s 
to the present day. 9pm. Free entry. 
01295 780070. 

Paul Downes: The Swan Inn, Shipton 
Road, Ascott-under-Wychwood. The folk 
singer, considered one of the top 
acoustic guitarists in the world, has 
worked with Phil Beer and Pete Seeger, 
along. He has featured on several albums 


Monty 
Kimball- 
Evans 
(Vileun the 
Vile) and 
Jon Crowley 
(Santa) are 
in the cast 
of Santa in 
Space, 
which 

continues at 
the Unicorn 
Theatre, 
Abingdon, 
on Thursday, 
Friday and 
Saturday 

- either with bands or as a solo 
performer, plus tours extensively in the 
USA and Europe. 8pm. Tickets are £8 in 
advance from 01993 831427 or 
wegottickets.com/wychwoodfolkclub, 

£10 on the door. 01993 831427. 

Ska and reggae night: Played by local 
DJs at the Horse and Jockey pub, West 
Bar Street, Banbury. 8pm. Free entry. 

Music night: Royal British Legion, 
Spring Road, Abingdon. The Prisoners of 
Katrina will be appearing at the club, 
following their slot at the Party in the 
Parks event in Abingdon last summer. 
Drinks on sale and a raffle. 8.30pm. Free. 
01235 554418. 

Roy Orbison tribute: New Theatre, 
Oxford. Barry Steele and friends 
celebrate the ‘Big O’s’ legacy, playing his 
songs from the early years through to the 
late 1980s and his time with The 
Traveling Wilburys. 7.30pm. Tickets £21- 
£27 from atgtickets.com/oxford 

SUNDAY 

The Great Western Tears: Cafe Bar, 
Cornerstone Arts Centre, 25 Station 
Road, Didcot. The Oxford country band 
play gritty, authentic Roots music. 8pm. 
Pay what you like. 01235 515144. 

George Haslam: The Nag’s Head, The 
Bridge, Abingdon. It will also feature 
Robin Jones on drums, Steve Kershaw 
on bass and Russian guests Leonid and 
Nick Vintskevich. 5pm. Free admission. 
01235 529012. 

Film 

THURSDAY 

Pepe le Moko (PG): Abingdon Health 
and Wellbeing Centre, Audlett Drive, 
Abingdon. In this early French film noir, a 
wanted thief, on the run from the 
authorities, takes refuge in the Kasbah of 
Algiers. Inspector Slimane, knowing his 
prey’s Achilles heel is his desire to return 
to his beloved Paris, sets up a honey trap 
with the beautiful Gaby. Screening 
organised by the Abingdon College and 
District Film Society. 7.45pm. £6. 01235 
521976. 

Theatre 

THURSDAY 

Rapunzel: Corn Exchange, Market 
Place, Wallingford. Theatre-goers of all 
ages are set to be captivated by this 


traditional pantomime about how a 
handsome prince rescues his beloved 
from her lofty prison cell by climbing up 
her long hair to reach her. But the path of 
true love never runs smooth and he must 
overcome prickly obstacles to achieve 
his goal. On the way, there will be a 
range of colourful characters including 
witches, a dancing robin, silly gnomes, 
ghosts, courtiers and pretty fairies. 
Performances run until January 30 (no 
shows on Sundays or Mondays) with 
Saturday matinee at 2.30. Adults £12, 
concessions £10, children £6. Tickets 
from cornexchange.org.uk or 01491 
825000. 

Santa in Space: Unicorn Theatre, 
Checker Walk, Abingdon. The biennial 
Abingdon Drama Club pantomime sees 
the evil Vileun the Vile kidnap Santa 
Claus in his bid to rule the universe. 
Performances on Thursday and Friday at 
7.30pm and Saturday at 2.30pm and 
7.30pm. Tickets at £10, concessions £8, 
from The Bookstore, 15 Bury Street, 
Abingdon. 

Cash on Delivery: Village hall, Cote 
Road, Aston. ACTS (Aston and Cote 
Thespian Society) will perform Michael 
Cooney’s riotous farce, set in an East 
London living room, in which Ms Jenkins 
the DSS inspector calls on Eric Swan, 
who has pocketed thousands of pounds 
through fraudulent benefit claims. 

Suitable for children over 10 years. There 
will be refreshments and a raffle. 
Performances will be on Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday at 7.30pm. Tickets £7/£8 
from Aston Stores. 

FRIDAY 

Knight Fever: Village centre, 

Kennington Road, Kennington. 

Kennington Amateur Dramatic Society is 
staging a pantomime set in medieval 
times, with knights, a dragon, and lots of 
audience participation. In the story, 
Camelot is under threat from the evil 
Black Knight and all seems lost when 
King Arthur, his knights and the Merlin 
are unable to avert disaster - until Justin, 
the brave and humble stable boy steps 
into the breach with only the help of a 
court jester and a dotty dame. In support 
of Help for Heroes. Refreshments 
available. Performances are on Friday at 
8pm, Saturday at 2pm and 7.30pm, 
Sunday at 2pm, and on Friday and 
Saturday next week. Tickets are adults 
£8.50, concessions £6.50 and £25 for a 
family of four from 01865 739025. 

TUESDAY 

CADS auditions: Upstairs room, 
Methodist hall, Fishers Lane, Charlbury. 
Charlbury Amateur Dramatics Society 
(CADS) will be having open auditions for 
its May production Dancing at Lughnasa 
on Tuesday and Thursday at 7.45pm. 

This multi-award winning play - which 
was made into a film starring Meryl 
Streep - is about five impoverished 
spinster sisters in a remote part of Ireland 
in 1936. There are parts for five women, 
with ages ranging from late 20s to early 
50s, and three young men. An ability 
to speak with a soft southern Irish accent 
is desirable. Help is also needed 
backstage. For information, contact 
CADS chairman Tim Widdows 
at Cotswold Frames on 01608 
811805. 


To get an event of any kind listed here, enter the 
details into our easy-to-use online database at 
thisisoxfordshire.co.uk/events 

Please add your event no later than ten days before 
the day of publication. 
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NEW JOB? 
NEW CAREER? 

BRINGING PEOPLE AND JOBS TOGETHER 




The Oxford Times 




jobsfair 


RESERVE YOUR STAND NOW!! 

Book early to avoid disappointment 




THURSDAY 
18 FEBRUARY 2016 

OXFORD TOWN HALL, 
ST ALDATES, OXFORD 
10AM - 5PM 




To exhibit call: 01865 420420 or 
email: reception@nqo.com 

In association with 

The Oxford Times 


Sponsored by 
Day and Nightcare 
Assistance 
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Inspiring satire of financial 
crisis does not fall short 


THE BIG SHORT ( 15,130 mins) A 
comedy/drama with Christian 
Bale, Steve Carell, Ryan Gosling, 
Brad Pitt, Rafe Spall, Marisa Tomei 
and Melissa Leo. Director: Adam 
McKay 

A FOOL and his hard-earned 
money are soon parted and in 
2008, many of us turned out to 
be unwitting fools when the 
mortgage crisis in America 
catalysed the collapse of 
financial institutions, resulting 
in an ice age of global austerity 
that has yet to thaw. 

Bankers were demonised, 
political establishment passed 
bucks as if they were handling 
red-hot potatoes and hard¬ 
working families paid an eye¬ 
watering price. 

The Wall Street meltdown 
doesn’t sound like ripe fruit for a 
cocktail of potty-mouthed 
hilarity and heartbreaking 
drama, but Adam McKay, 
director of the Anchorman 
films, begs to differ. 

McKay draws inspiration from 
Michael Lewis’s non-fiction 
account of the housing and 
credit bubble to dramatise the 
incredible true story of the men 
who made a killing by wagering 
against the US economy. 

“While the whole world was 
having a big ol’ party, a few 
outsiders and weirdos saw what 
no one else could,” explains 
sharp-suited narrator, Jared 
Vennett (Ryan Gosling), a bond 
salesman with a nose for profits. 

He is our wise-cracking guide 
to this high-pressure world of 
bulls, bears and multi-million 
dollar trades. 

However, Jared is not the first 
person to spot impending doom. 

That honour goes to quixotic 
hedge fund manager Michael 
Burry (Christian Bale). 

The Big Short is a blisteringly 


funny and provocative portrait 
of irresponsibility, fraud and 
gaudy excess, brought vividly to 
life by a superb ensemble cast. 

Carell and Bale shine brightest 
in the glittering firmament, 
imbuing their socially awkward 
oddballs with vulnerability, 
guilt and regret. 

OUR BRAND IS CRISIS (15,107 
mins) A comedy/drama starring 
Sandra Bullock, Billy Bob Thornton 
and Joaquim de Almeida. Director: 
David Gordon Green 
COLD, unvarnished truth rarely 
darkens the doorstep of modern 
politics. 

Instead, slick sound bites, 
unsustainable promises, smear 
campaigns and scare tactics are 
employed to herd an apathetic 
electorate, which gets more 
excited about the winner of a 
reality TV contest than the 
shifting sands of Westminster. 

Our Brand Is Crisis is a sharp 
satire, inspired by Rachel 
Boynton’s 2005 documentary 
about the impact of American 
campaign strategists on the 
outcome of the 2002 Bolivian 
presidential election. 

David Gordon Green’s film 
retains the South American 
setting, but blurs the line 
between art and life with 
fictional characters on both 
sides of the social and political 
divide. 

Scriptwriter Peter Straughan 
arms his morally corrupt 
characters with polished one- 
liners to justify their tactics. 

Sandra Bullock and Billy Bob 
Thornton are a delicious double, 
playing rival spin doctors who 
will stop at nothing to 
undermine each other’s 
candidates. Pedro Castillo 
(Joaquim de Almeida), the 
unpopular president of Bolivia, 


Cake Bookworm 


Shame And Wonder by David 
Searcy, hardback by William 
Heinemann, £16.99 (ebook 
£9.99) 

TEXAN writer David Searcy is far 
from a household name; as yet, 
he doesn't even have a Wikipedia 
page. But that should soon change 
if these essays and meditations find 
the audience they deserve. 

He covers subjects ranging from 
coyotes, Google Maps and dental 
hygiene, to Santa's old diocese 
and the toys that used to come in 
breakfast cereal. But really, this is 
the spectacle of a mind considering 
its world and itself; using the every¬ 
day, the specific and the peculiar to 
poke at universal questions of time, 
love, loss and perception. 

As the title suggests. Shame And 
Wonder is a bittersweet book, but 
also a sharp and profoundly wise 
one. Wherever Searcy starts, he 
often circles back to a particular 
set of preoccupations: wide open 
spaces (Texan or astronomical). 


old graffiti, absent friends. Fans 
of nature writing, Americana and 
the philosophical will find much to 
soothe, divert and provoke. 

Beside Myself by Ann Morgan, 
hardback by Bloomsbury, 
£12.99 (ebook £6.02) 

THE subject of twins and their 
relationship seems to be a popular 
one in fiction and this debut thriller 
follows the story of sisters Ellie and 
Helen, who swap places aged six. 

At first, it is a game, but Ellie - the 
more submissive twin who has lived 
in her sister's shadow - refuses to 
swap back and Helen is forced into 
a new identity. Helen goes on to 
develop a range of behavioural 
problems. While Ellie flourishes, she 
spirals into a self-destructive path 
of mental illness and addiction. 

This is an accomplished tale, with 
an excellent plot and a brilliant, 
multi-layered narrative voice. At 
times, however, it felt a bit too like 
a misery memoir. But there is no 



A strong ensemble cast for The Big Short includes Jeremy Strong as Vinnie Daniel, Rafe Spall as Danny Moses, Hamish 
Linklater as Porter Collins, Steve Carell as Mark Baum, Jeffry Griffin as Chris and Ryan Gosling as Jared Vennett 


is languishing in fifth place in 
the polls. 

He needs Jane’s expertise to 
turn the political tide away from 
frontrunner Rivera (Louis 
Arcella), whose campaign is 
masterminded by her arch¬ 
nemesis, Pat Candy (Thornton). 

Jane contends with altitude 
sickness and her barely 
concealed contempt for Castillo 
to formulate the perfect plan of 
attack: convince the people that 
Bolivia, their country is on the 
precipice of disaster. 

The film hinges on Bullock and 
she displays impeccable comic 
timing, whether it’s physical 
pratfalls or tossing verbal 
grenades. However, the film 
loses its way in the final act. 


doubt this is a taut and compulsive 
read. 

The Red Abbey Chronicles: 
Maresi by Maria Turtschaninoff, 
hardback by Pushkin, £10.99 
(ebook £6.47) 

BLOOD, power, sisterhood and fear 
entwine in this young adult tale, 
where women are second-class citi¬ 
zens, denied education and owned 
by their fathers. But there is a safe 
haven for girls: the Red Abbey, an 
ancient sanctuary on a rocky island 
that promises community, freedom, 
protection. They just have to get 
there. This terrifying, topsy-turvy 
world comes into focus thanks to 
the thoughtful narration of the 
title character, book-lover Maresi, 
who tells us everything was fine 
until new girl Jai arrived, her past 
hunting her down. Finnish fantasy 
author Turtschaninoff's tale unfurls 
slowly, drip-feeding secrets of the 
island and snippets about inhabit¬ 
ants. 



Travel 


Reader Offer 
M Newmarket 


Amsterdam & Bulbfields 

Dutch Waterways Cruise on board Olympia 

4 days from £359.00,5 ft 14 April 2016 

Drawer the wcrkfs most farojji flcrw gardens, the canals a*xl rabblessones 
of Amsterdam, and the hotaric fisting sieges of the surrounded pettier lancf. 
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Banbury United's Ricky Johnson (left), who scored four goals, is 
congratulated by Learn Howards Picture: Lucy Ford 


Johnson stars 


in United win 


Puritans cruise on day of celebrations for club 


RICKY Johnson bagged 
a four-timer as Banbury 
United moved back into 
the play-off places with 
a commanding 5-0 win 
over Larkhall Athletic. 

It turned out to be a day 
of celebrations as the Pu¬ 
ritans welcomed former 
players to mark 50 years 
since the club changed its 
name from Banbury Spen¬ 
cer. 

A Neil Arndale own goal 
put the hosts ahead in the 
second minute of the Evo- 
Stik Southern League Di¬ 
vision 1 South & West fix¬ 
ture. 

Johnson then doubled 


their advantage from the 
penalty spot and added an¬ 
other from six yards. 

He then headed home to 
complete his hat-trick be¬ 
fore the break. 

Banbury controlled pro¬ 
ceedings and Johnson con¬ 
verted from close range to 
make it 5-0 on 86 minutes. 

United’s Oxfordshire 
Senior Cup tie at Oxford 
City on Tuesday night was 
postponed due to their op¬ 
ponents’ involvement in 
the FA Trophy 
They visit rock bottom 
Bashley this Saturday. 

Banbury United: Harding, White, Welch- 
Hayes, Stanbridge, Westbrook, Gunn, Bell 
(Barcelos 48), Nash, Johnson, Howards 
(Steedman 78), McEachran (Browne HT). 


Subs not used: Martin, Wise. 

Attendance: 359 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 


Division 1 South & West 

P W D L 

CinderfordTn 23 17 
Taunton Tn 25 16 

Winchester City 24 15 
Swindon Sup 24 15 


F A 


2 48 14 

3 50 20 
5 60 33 
5 45 24 

3 61 26 

7 54 23 


Banbury Utd 25 13 

North Leigh 25 15 
Tiverton Tn 
Evesham Utd 
Shortwood Utd 23 13 1 9 46 40 


26 13 9 4 45 29 
25 12 7 6 46 25 


DidcotTn 


25 11 4 10 50 43 


Bishops Cleeve 21 9 7 5 33 34 


AFC Totton 
Yate Tn 
Larkhall Ath 
Marlow 


27 10 3 14 52 55 
26 8 8 10 33 33 
26 8 7 11 42 44 
24 8 4 12 40 44 


Mangotsfield Utd25 7 6 12 37 48 
Slimbridge 
Bridgwater Tn 
Wimborne Tn 
Wantage Tn 
Burnham 
Bashley 


24 6 7 11 25 33 

25 7 4 14 28 50 

26 7 3 16 48 60 

26 5 2 19 32 64 
26 4 4 18 28 59 
23 0 0 23 9 111 


Pts 

55 

54 

49 

49 

48 

48 

48 

43 

40 

37 

34 

33 

32 

31 

28 

27 

25 

25 

24 

17 

16 

0 


Brilliant Bulls 
bag 11 tries 
to inch clear 

JOE Mills, Josh Deegan, Sam 
Stoop and Matt Goode starred as 
Banbury scored 11 tries against 
14-man Bedworth in a crushing 
71-7 victory. 

Deegan opened the scoring in 
the Midlands 2 West (South) 
clash, with Ed Phillips converting 
for a 7-0 lead. 

Stoop and Goode then got in on 
the act, Phillips adding the extras, 
to make it 21-0. 

Banbury had the taste for 
points as Stoop crossed again 
and Phillips made no mistake. 

After a Bedworth prop was sent 
off, Phillips converted his try. 

But they conceded to go into 
the break with a 35-7 lead. 

The hosts were too strong, with 
Jed Boyle going over, before Mills 
added a further two tries. Phillips 
converted twice to make it 54-7. 

There was still time for Jimmy 
Manley, Goode and Deegan to 
cross. 

Phillips converted one as Bulls 
eased home, extending their lead 
to four points. 


m 

] 

□ 

m 

with Claire 

1 Petulengro 

JW**- 

Service provided by IMS Leeds LSI 8LB. Calls cost 60p per minute at all times 


$0 ARIES 

A more artistic side to your personality 
many new avenues for you on both a personal and professional level. 
Time spent with faces from your past helps you tie up a lot of loose ends. 


Mar 21 -Apr 19 „ LIBRA 

tality evolves which opens up J You think you need r 


Sep 23-Oct 22 

need more than you do, when actually you are a 
sign who wants and deserves a simple life of commitment and security. 
Your ruling planet Venus tries to make you think otherwise this week, so 
You find it possible to move on as was never previously possible. Financial be careful of asking for more than you really want please my friend. Can 
opportunity comes from contacts you made since the New Year. Ring friends be lovers? You find out by Friday. Ring now so I can tell you why 


"u 0906 585 4360 1^0906 58 5 4366 


TAURUS 


Apr 20-May 20 C SCORPIO Oct 23-Nov 21 

If you are truly loved, then you will be given the freedom of choice There are many dreams you have for the future and the wonderful 

you want. That is why this week you question who should be in your life thing about your sign is that many of them are for your close ones, not just 
and who you need to distance yourself from. A more intense personal life for yourself. This week, you get to see them come true both for yourself 
means it’s decision time, but ensure it’s you who decides and not just and for your loved ones and so you’re left feeling content and aware of 
friends or family. Ring now to hear how Uranus gives you the freedom to how exciting life can be when you work hard. Ring now to hear what 2016 


IT 0906 585 4361 117 0 90 6 585 4367 


« GEMINI May 21-Jun 20 

Travel links are strong and you find yourself more confident to <jr Those who have usually been a good influence now seem to be 
explore new places and to talk to strangers. You’re more at peace with the very ones who are leading you astray. Set your own standards and 

who you are, and rightly so. An exchange of words which occurred last don’t allow yourself to undo all of the good work that this year has already 

week needs to be tied up before Friday. Show you can be the bigger seen you do. You’ll only be angry at yourself come next week if you do my 

person please Gemini. Ring now to hear why it’s worth saying yes to friend. Bad habits can and should be broken on Monday. You can do this! 

impromptu invitations this January. Ring now for support and foresight. 


SAGITTARIUS Nov 22-Dec 21 


170906 585 4362 1^0906 585 4368 


Jun 21-Jul 22 CAPRICORN Dec 22-Jan 19 


A CANCER 

It’s time to do your sum 


and to work out what you 
I’t afford to spend as February will be offering you the chance to try 
out all sorts of new things and it’s important that you know what and who 
should be your priority. Your love sector promises you a memorable and 
very dramatic week, as you’ll soon discover for yourself. Ring now to hear 


3L 


LEO 


know you're feeling sad about something which didn’t work 
* but trust me when I say that those involved have actually done you 
a favour. A better relationship with family evolves from Tuesday and you 
start to get a better understanding of who you are and what you really 
need from life and love. Ring now to hear why it’s better to ignore the 


170906 585 4369 


AQUARIUS Jan 20-Feb 18 


A| Leo jui 23 -Aug 22 

FF Many of you Leo’s could well be responsible for quite a few EV Those who are having a difficult time in life will be turning to you 
broken hearts by the end of this month. You may not realise it, but you for advice and guidance, so make sure you don’t give flippant advice 01 
have wooed and dazzled some of the most stubborn signs in the zodiac you will only kick yourself when they end up blaming you for their downfall, 
with your charm. A more solo career path beckons which should allow Your own dreams are given flight this week. All you have to do is believe 
you the freedom I feel you have been seeking. Ring now to hear why this you can do what's ahead and miracles can and will occur. Ring now to 


170906 585 4364 1170906 585 4370 


A VIRGO Aug 23 Sep 22 PISCES Feb 19-Mar 20 

L. Keep clear of those you know make you feel bad or negative - Although you have more on your plate than you want at the 

about yourself. You are a sign with so much to give and I think you should moment, I know you can and will exceed your expectations. With the 
be proud of how far you’ve come since this time last year. A financial power of Saturn behind you, you'll find you have the ability to change 
agreement is soon to be put in place which makes your life a much easier more than you expect. Feelings come to the fore and you realise what it is 
place to be. Mixed words make for an emotional weekend. Ring now for you want from relationships. By Friday, you're ready to ask for it too! Ring 
clarit^anc^lean/isioninlife^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ now for a love revelation. 
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Placing your classified advert is easy 

You con coll our Classified Teooi on * 


tou can com our c,»assinea leoro on _ a. 

01865 420420 


bonborycake.co.uk 
recepliontfoqo.com 



ARTICLES 
FOR SALE 


PETS 


SERVICES 


BUSINESS 


HOLIDAYS 


EDUCATION 


8 


PUBLIC 

NOTICE9 


RECRUITMENT 


10 

MOTORS 

11 

PROPERTY 


► Bathrooms 


JANSSEN Floor standing 
basin, Vitreous china, 
white, H840mm x W500 
x D480, still in original 
box £55. 01295 

279880 


Bedrooms 
& Bedding 


Discounted Beds 

New Doubles from £99 
New Singles from £59 

(price includes mattresses.) 

Second hand Doubles £49 
Second hand Singles £29 
Three Piece Suites from £99 
Electric Riser Recliner Chairs Only £169 
Manual Recliner Chairs Only £60 
High Seated Chairs Only £40 

Can Deliver 


Turn those 
unwanted items 
in to cash. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
01865 420420 


To advertise 
your articles 
for sale 
or general 
services 

Telephone: 
01865 420420 

reception@nqo.com 


every 

enny 

counts 



S*ll your 

- unwanted items, 
you can 
rely on us! 

It may not be as 
expensive as you think 

iCimpfay prices 

, iturt from •ilittliat CIO to' 
IlNmi truing Mid (tier 

£100 ir lftitrt.) 

To place your 

adve 




insight 

service* 


•Building Design • Architectural Drawings 
•Planning Applications • Project Management 
•Estimating Services T: 01993 622420 

E: insightplanningservices@gmail.com 
W: www.insightplanningservices.com 


► Building & Decorating 



M.J. Whelan & Co 

BUILDERS 

Whether your building 
requirements are large or 
small, we offer 

• Immediate attention, together with a 
written price for the work required 

• Free consultation and advice 

• All aspects of building trade covered 

• Guaranteed work from a well 
established small local building firm 

• Small jobs welcome 

• Special rates for oaps 

• Federation of Master Builders 


Telephone Mike Whelan 
Banbury 

( 01295 ) 250893 

Mobile 

07778 777710 

Established 1986 



► Driveways & Resurfacing 


WAYNE WALSH 
DRIVEWAYS 

♦ Tarmac ♦ Block paving ♦ Concrete 

♦ Drainage ♦ Patios ♦ Drop kerbs 

♦ Brickwork ♦ Fencing ♦ Re-pointing 

♦ Landscaping ♦ Garden clearance 
♦ Shed bases ♦ General repairs 

£10 Million Public Liability Insurance 
♦ Council Approved 

01295 750 064 
JL* 07913278071 

' >• www.waynewalshdriveways.co.uk 


Computer 

Services 


LAPTOP & 
COMPUTER 

Server, Set up, Repairs, Data 
Recovery, Internet, Network, 
Virus Infection, Home / 
Office Computer Problems. 

7 days services No Fix No Fee 
We visit you 
Qualified & Experienced 
pclaprepairs@gmail.com 

01295 236292 


► Drain Clearing 


BLOCKED DRAINS? All 

types of blockages 
undertaken. Bourton 
Drain Services 01295 
758303 


CLASSIFIEDS 


01865 420420 


► Floor Specialist 


^ FLOORING 

COMMERCIAL & 
DOMESTIC FLOORING 
SPECIALIST 

Contact us to arrange 
an appointment to 
visit our new showroom 

H4 building, 
Unit 3, Milton road, 
Didcot 0X11 7HH 


oxfordcityflooring.co.uk 

01235 832600 


► Floor Specialist 


^ FLOORING 

COMMERCIAL & 
DOMESTIC FLOORING 
SPECIALIST 

Contact us to arrange 
an appointment to 
visit our new showroom 
H4 building, 
Unit 3, Milton road, 
Didcot 0X11 7HH 


oxfordcityflooring.co.uk 

01235 832600 


\ iWBl/ 


NB: Not actual size 


Name. 

Address. 


To my 

To my beautiful 

beautiful 

Sweet Cakes 

Sweet Cakes 

With love and 

With love 

Kisses 

and Kisses 

Tickle 

Monster 

Tickle Monster 

xxx AP 

* xxxx 




NB: Not actual size 


Postcode .Telephone 

Please charge my CREDIT/DEBIT CARD 
CARD NUMBER ^ 


ISSUE DATE EXPIRY DATE 


FOR SECURITY PURPOSES WE WILL 
CONTACT YOU FOR YOUR SECURITY 
CODE TO COMPLETE YOUR BOOKING 


Signature- 


Complete your special message (max 23 words) 

Call our friendly staff on 01865 420420 to place your message today 
or send this coupon to: 

Oxford Mail, Classified Reception Team, Osney Mead, Oxford 0X2 OEJ 
Deadline for messages is Thursday 11th February 2016. To appear in the Oxford Mail on Saturday 
14th February 2016 
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SERVICES 






►General Services 


HOME MAINTENANCE 

S.R.D FENCING AND PATIOS 

Fencing, landscaping, patios, paths, 
decking, drives, shingle, garden clearance, 
guttering, brick walls. 

No job too small 

For free quote call Danny on 

01295 271210 or 07989 774289 

danny_srd@live.co.uk 


QUOTE BANBURY CAKE FOR YOUR 
10 % DISCOUNT 


*offer expires 31.12.2015 • www.srdfencing.co.uk 


► Painters & Decorators 


D.L.C. 

Painting 

Services 

Limited 

(painter and decorator) 

brian@bjones69.wanadoo.co.uk 


§ 


Please call Brian 
Tel: 

01295 270313 
Mobile: 
07719 820272 


► Plumbing & Heating 


White Cross Plumbing & 
Heating Services 

For all your domestic plumbing 
and heating requirements. 

Complete bathroom solutions 
Unvented pressurised hot water 
Solar hot water 
Full central heating systems 
Boiler servicing/replacement 
Gas cookers 
Gas fires 

Landlord safety certificates 
t Call Jason on: _ 

(IpHe 07877 721460 or 
V 01295 266123 


Small Plumbing Jobs 

Weekdays 8am - 5pm 
Weekends 8am - 12:30pm 
WC Repairs * Taps * Overflows 
Toilet Flushes 
Blockages & Leaks 
Washing Machines & 
Dishwashers Plumbed 
Steve Palmer & Family 

07932 567 791 
01295 263 620 


Painters & 
Decorators 


Plumbing 
& Heating 


DW REDHEAD 

ALL ASPECTS OF 
PLUMBING & HEATING 


Established in Banbury 36 years 
Semi Retired 
Please Note New Number 

01295 812301 
07774 653048 


Removals & 
Storage 


GEORGE’S 
REMOVALS & 
HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 
01295 268401 


on 


R D DECORATING 

Painting and 
Decorating 
Artex and Coving 
Fully Insured 
Visit my Website 
www.rddecorating.co.uk 

CALL RICKY 

Tel: 01295 254082 



► Property Services 



insight 

scrrvices 


•Building Design • Architectural Drawings 
•Planning Applications • Project Management 
•Planning Appeals T: 01993 622420 

E: insightplanningservices@gmail.com 
W: www.insightplanningservices.com 


Roofing Services 



YP9 PETE 

' 1 Q7830 393495 


Flat roof specialist 


TILE, SLATE, FELT, 

SHEET METAL ROOFING & 
REPAIRS / CLADDING 

GUTTER, FASCIA, SOFFIT 
REPAIRS OR REPLACEMENT 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
& GENERAL HANDYMEN 



ROOFING SERVICES 

• Flat roofs • Roof repairs 

• Leaky roofs • Gutter repair 

• Repointing 

UPVC fascias, soffitts, guttering 
No job too big or small 
All types of work undertaken 
Best prices in town 
Free Estimates 

01295 297953 • 07407 354715 


Goddard's 


Guttering and Roofing Specialists 
A Family Run Business 
Approved installers of GRP Fibre glass flat roofing 

• New Roofs • Guttering • Flat Roofing 

• Re-pointing • Under Tile Felt Replacement 

• Roof Tile Renovations & Moss Removal 

• Specialising in PVCU cleaning 

• 15 Year Guarantee 

• Free Quotation • General repairs 

Freephone: 0800 858 9834 

Tel: 01865 980274/0779 917 7609 

Head Office 110, 266 Banbury Road, Oxford, OX2 7DL 

david@goddardsroofing.co.uk 


A 


► Tree Maintenance 


P. BRADLEY 

FREE Quotes Council 

Any Time Contractor 

10 million Public Liability Insurance 
Emergency Work. 

TREE FELLING / SURGERY / HEDGES CUT etc... 
50 years in Business 

01295 264716 / 07768 527162 


TREETOPS.COM LTD 

Tree surgery by NPTC qualified staff 
For free, no obligation quotations contact 

Mr Timothy C. Rose 

Council Approved Contractors 
5 million pound public liability insurance 

Lantra / City & Guild Chain Saw 
Training Courses 

Telephone/Answer: 01295 262247 
treetopscomltd@btinternet.com 


BUSINESS 


Business 

Services 


Can you 
afford not to 
advertise your 
business? 

Call our team today 

01865 425301 


5 





HOLIDAYS 

- ^ 


► Holidays 


Do you need to 
fill that holiday 
accommodation? 

Call our classified 
team on 


01865 420301 


01 


"7 

-", r 

EDUCATION 


TO 

ADVERTISE 

ONUNE 

OTbifyxlecouV 

ZMftM 


8 


k 

i^UBLIC 

NOTICES 


Announcements 
- Public Notices 


To advertise your 
public notice 
call the team 
on 

01865 425558 

reception@nqo.com 


RECRUITMENT 


DISTRIBUTORS REQUIRED 


to deliver the BT Phone Book 
in and around: 

• Banbury • Caversfield 

• Warmington • Bicester 

• Overthorpe • Chipping Norton 

Good rates of pay and flexible 
working hours. 

If interested in delivering, 


Call 01424 884177 or 
TEXT BAN to 07480 635477 
Or visit www.bookyourroute.com 


Searching 

fora 

new 

opportunity? 


banburycake.co.uk/jobs 



10 


MOTORS 

■jj:, j-j 


► Motors Trade 


Motorbikes 
& Scooters 


OLD CLASSIC 
MOTORCYCLE 


WANTED. 

for winter 
project. 

Any condition 
considered, 
cash buyer. 

Please call 


01869 388497 


07743 942176 




DOB DflUISON 

MOBIU MECHANIC 

Service & Repairs 
Rll makes of car and 
light commercials 
Rt your home or place of 
work Pre MoT Checks 


Caravans & 
Motorhomes Trade 


PRIVATE STATIC 
CARAVAN 



for sale Weymouth 
Bay. 3 

bedrooms.Fully 
kitted out & ready to 
use. Close to beach, 
private parking.Long 
season. Park fees 
not included. Call 
for more infomration 

07786110096 


Only £6,995 


Price work painters and 
decorators required 

Bicester area, must have CSGS 
card and own PL Insurance 

Contact: 01582 883339 
Email: andersonapc@btconnect.com 



k 

banburycake.co.uk/j obs 
banburycake.co.uk/j obs 
banburycake.co.uk/j obs 


11 

PROPERTY 


Find 

whatever 

business 

you’re 

looking 

for.. 



It's Uto business 

flnctorytoryou! 

Wt 

anra tirdjntAe nuk 

CfcttM 

andtotcwtteif*. 

WanOojKttyru 
tusir^ss? ITS FfttE! 
Entarcisl burgs 
roftabbtotoo 
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MOT’S 


MOT Testing Centre : Expert Mechsnicel Repairs & Servicing 
All Makes of Car S. Light CommercialBrakes, Clutches Etc 
Competitive Rates • First Class Service • Tyres S. Wheel Balancing 


Telephone 01295 70005a 


Unit 1 • Mead Park • Thorpe Mead 
Thorpe Way Industrial Estate 
Banbury • Oxon • 0X1B 4RZ 



4 



In brief 


l IF YOU'RE a middle-aged,female 
software engineer with a red Honda, 
you might just be one of the best 
drivers in the UK. That's according to 
Admiral Car Insurance. Staff analysed 
readouts from thousands of its 
LittleBox telematics systems fitted to 
UK cars. They measure smoothness of 
acceleration, braking and steering and 
adherence to the speed limit, giving a 
percentage score. Combining the best 
results from all categories created the 
ideal driver, in the shape of that 
software engineer. Women scored 58 
per cent on average, beating men's 53 
per cent. Liverpudlians rate an average 
61 per cent to top the charts for cities. 
The UK's worst driver profile was a 
man, in his early 20s, driving a white 
Audi. He is childless and works as a 
project manager. 

I NEW fuel efficiency tests reflecting 
real-world conditions have revealed 
the UK's most economical small car is 
the Suzuki Celerio 1.0 Dualjet. In the 
True MPG Awards it did 62.9mpg; 
beating the second-placed Toyota 
Yaris 1.5 VVT-i Hybrid by more than 
5mpg. Third was the Volkswagen Polo 
1.0 TSI 95 Bluemotion, at 56.5mpg. 


Get in gear for a 
super experience 


Auto facts 


Model: Mazda2 1.5115 PS Sport Nav 

Price: £15,995 

Insurance group: 19E 

Fuel consumption (Combined): 56.5mpg 

Top speed: 124mph 

Length: 406cm/160in 

Width: 169.5cm/66.7in 

Luggage capacity: 9.9 cu ft 

Fuel tank capacity: 9.7 gallons/44 litres 

C02 emissions: 117g/km 

Warranty: Three years/60,000 miles 


Family LOWER ARNCOTT Established 
Business CAR SALES 1972 


2006 56 FORD FOCUS 1.8 Ghia. 5 door, silver, local car, aircon, alloys, PAS, Heated front windscreen, 
radio/cd, electric windows and door mirrors, remote central locking, etc. Sold with a new MOT, a 

full service, and a new cambelt kit, HPi clear. £2,995.00 

2005 55 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 LIFE TWINPORT. Metallic Dark Grey.5 Door. Local car. Lovely condtion. 
Good service record. PAS. Remote central locking. Radio/CD. Electric windows and mirrors. 

Air-conditioning. Sold with a new MOT a new cambelt kit and a full service. HPI clear. £2,650.00 

005 54 TOYOTA COROLLA T3 WTi. Red. 5 doors. Local car previously supplied by ourselves. PAS. Aircon. 

Alloys. Electric windows and mirrors. Remote central locking. Excellent service history. Lovely throughout. 

Car was fully serviced by ourselves less than 1000 miles ago. Sold with a new MOT. HPi Clear £2,550.00 

2005 05 NISSAN MICRA 1.2S, metallic blue, 5 door hatchback, 2 owners, local car, PAS, 
electric windows, remote central locking, cd/player, etc, very nice condition, 
drives very well, Sold with a new MOT, a full service, and a new cambelt kit, HPi clear.... £2,350.00 

2005 54 ALFA ROMEO 156 JTS Veloce 2.0. Silver Metallic. Black leather interior. Very nice condition 

throughout. Local car. Alloys. Air on. PAS. Radio/CD. Remote central locking. Electric windows Etc. 
Sold with a new MOT a full service and a new cambelt kit. HPI clear. £2195.00 

2002 51 FORD MONDEO ZETEC 2.0 TDCi, 5 door hatchback, metallic blue, 

local car in very nice condition throughout, PAS, alloys, aircon, remote central locking, 
electric windows and doors and mirrors, radio/cd, very nice example of this popular 

large diesel car, Sold with a new MOT, a full service, and a new cambelt kit, HPi clear. £1,995.00 

2005 05 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0 LIFE, silver, 3 door, local car, very low recorded miles of approximately 
43400, ideal first car, or run around, Lovely condition, Sold with a new MOT,a full service, 

and a new cambelt kit, HPi clear... £1,795.00 

2001 51 NISSAN MICRA 1.0 VIBE. Metallic blue. 3 door. Sold with a new MOT. £695.00 

2003 03 FIAT PUNTO 1.9 DIESEL. Metallic dark red. 5 doors. Previously supplied by ourselves. 

Air-conditioning. PAS. Central locking. Electric windows. Radio. Very tidy and economical 

car for it’s age. Sold with a new MOT a full Service and a new cambelt. HPI clear. Arriving soon 

2004 04 PEUGEOT 206CC COUPE. CABRIOLET. 1600cc Petrol. Black .Arriving Soon 

2003 03 FORD FUSION 2 TDCi. 1.4cc DIESEL. Black. 5 door. One local family owner since one year old. 

Current road tax £30.00 for twelve months. PAS. Electric windows. Radio/CD. Very tidy car throughout. 
Sold with a new MOT a full service and a new cambelt kit. HPi clear. Available weekend 

_ Cars Wanted, Cash Paid _ 


S & S MOTORS 

63 Ploughley Road, Arncott, Bicester 0X25 I NY (3 miles off the A4I from Bicester) 
Tel: 01869 253933 www.sandsmotorsbicester.co.uk 



YOUR 


BOOKING IS EASY 

Telephone: 


6 nights advertising 
«the (Word MU 
rorty 



You’ *fHf! *1 appMt in he C«forJ Mill to 
a total cl 6 Inoertcns aid cue *ee«. onlr* for 
a total pnc* cr £20 rciidrg to a dsplo 
M6 alvort 7cn ttofri x 2 7cro *1d» 
AddOsoal urocfcty tttea con be tnclulod to ar> 
addftcrta C2 tndtdng vat 


Online: 

arfonjratraiuk'aitaftse 

N«»i;qi.ost Oxfordshire 

0*ney M«d, 
Oxford 0X2 0£J 


David Duffy 

david.duffy@nqo.com 


IT IS quite an achievement 
to really put the super into 
supermini, but Mazda has 
made it look easy with the 
new Mazda2. 

In a category packed with top- 
class rivals, the Mazda2 effort¬ 
lessly combines muscular looks 
with a stylish cabin and a sur¬ 
prising air of sophistication. 

Above all, this is a car that’s 
superbly engaging to drive. 

Competitively priced, in a 
15-strong, five trim, line-up that 
starts at about £12,000, it scores 
by consistently exceeding all 
expectations for a small hatch¬ 
back. 

Granted, the test model came 
in the top-specification Sport 
Nav trim, but it bristles with 
equipment normally associ¬ 
ated with larger, more expensive 
cars. 

Mazda2 scores its highest 
points with its ride, handling 
and refinement. Hidden be¬ 
neath the smart bodywork is a 
lightweight ultra-stiff chassis, 
which lies at the heart its agil¬ 
ity, improved economy and ride 
comfort. 

The all-electric power-assisted 
steering system is lighter and 
faster and constantly adjusts the 
level of assistance and feedback 
according to road conditions 
and vehicle speed. 

Braking too is more powerful 
and responsive and backed up 



The Mazda2 has many features usually associated with bigger models 


by a variety of electronic sys¬ 
tems. One of the cleverest is city 
brake support, a laser-based sys¬ 
tem that operates at speeds up to 
about 20mph, helping to avoid 
low-speed collisions. 

In addition, hill hold assist 
controls brake pressure to help 
prevent the car from rolling 
back during hill starts. 

Standard equipment levels 
for the Mazda2 include air-con¬ 
ditioning, remote central lock¬ 
ing, an engine stop-start button, 
stop/start system, gear-shift 
indicator, and a four-speaker au¬ 
dio system with USB and AUX 
connectivity. Safety systems, 
including traction control and 
tyre pressure monitoring, are 
also standard. 

Move up the range and keyless 
entry and climate control air- 


conditioning are fitted, with top- 
of-the-range Sport Nav specifica¬ 
tion delivering everything from 
seven-inch touchscreen satellite 
navigation to a link with iPhone 
and Android smartphones. Bolt 
on the safety pack and you are 
treated to automatic high beam, 
blind spot monitoring, rear 
cross traffic alert and a head-up 
display that projects warnings 
and driving information, includ¬ 
ing turn-by-turn directions, di¬ 
rectly into your field of view. 

The latest version of Mazda’s 
best-selling UK model proved 
an instant hit with the motoring 
press across the country, pick¬ 
ing up the top supermini award 
from the Scottish motoring writ¬ 
ers, and the diesel model voted 
best supermini in the 22nd an¬ 
nual Green Apple Awards. 


Size matters when it comes to space 


TOWNS and roads in the UK are 
becoming more clogged with 
traffic every year, despite 
measures to reduce congestion, 
such as more cycle lanes and 
improved public transport. 

If we cannot reduce the number 
of cars, should we look to reduce 
the size of them instead? 

In Japan, there is a section of 
vehicles called Kei cars. They are 
compact cars that cannot be 
longer than 3.4m or wider than 
1.48m. They can only be fitted with 
an engine of up to 660cc to 
encourage low emissions and high 
economy. 

An example of a Kei car made in 
Europe is the Smart Fortwo, which 


shows the sort of fun car that can 
be built within tight regulations. 

While a Kei might not be the 
ideal solution for the UK's clogged- 
up roads, it does pose an 
interesting alternative to trying to 
regulate traffic. 

All cars pay Vehicle Excise Duty 
based on their carbon dioxide 
emissions. This has prompted most 
buyers to opt for a car with lower 
emissions. 

Using this type of road tax to 
penalise those who choose cars 
with high C02 outputs and reward 
those who drive a low emissions 
car, it is surely possible to come up 
with a system that also prompts 
drivers to choose a smaller car. 


A smaller car is likely to be 
cheaper to buy and cost less to 
run. If legislation makes it 
attractive for drivers to choose 
them, manufacturers will follow 
with cars to suit this market. 

As smaller cars occupy less road 
space, you can fit more into the 
same amount of space. This means 
shorter traffic queues, more easily 
available parking and, perhaps, 
even cheaper parking. 

While some drivers will always 
need a larger car, incentivising 
most drivers to choose a smaller 
car could help unclog our towns 
and cities. It's better that drivers 
have a say in this rather it being 
forced upon us. 


TO ADVERTISE CALL 01295 256111 
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- THORPE WAY • HORTON HOSPITAL • KING’S SUTTON - 


TAKEAWAY SERVICE (PRE-ORDER - SAVE WAITING!) 
*FULL ENGLISH £4.95 *MEGA BREAKFAST £6.95 
*ANY BAP £2.50 + 50p PER EXTRA FILLING 

Business lunches can be catered for. Please call in or telephone for details 


MAINS 

Breakfast 

2 Bacon, 1 Sausage, 1 Fried Egg, Beans, Toast and 
a Mug of Tea or Coffee.£4.95 

Mega Breakfast 

2 Bacon, 2 Sausages, 2 Fried Eggs, Beans, 

Mushrooms, Toast and a Mug of Tea or Coffee.£6.95 

Extras 

Hash Brown, Black Pudding, Mushrooms, Bacon, Egg, 


Sausage, Beans, Toast, Fried Bread.50p per item 

Beans on Toast.£2.95 

Toast and Jam.£1.50 

Sausage, Mash and Onion Gravy.£4.95 

Scampi and Chips.£4.95 

Chilli and Rice.£4.45 

Lasagne.£4.45 

Vegetable Lasagne.£4.45 

Cottage Pie.£4.45 

Chicken Curry and Rice.£4.45 

Gammon and Chips.£4.95 

Burger and Chips.£3.95 

Portion of Chips.£2.50 

Extras: Egg, Pineapple, Peas.50p each 


*NEW REG’S BELLY BUSTER* 
3 Sausages, 3 Bacon,3 Eggs, 
Mushrooms, Beans, 

Hash Browns, Black Pudding, 
Four Toast, Tea/Coffee 
with FREE refill - £9.95 


CHILDREN’S MENU 
Breakfast 

Bacon, Egg, Beans Toast and Orange Juice.£3.95 

Sausage, Egg & Chips.£2.95 

Fish fingers/Chips & Beans.£2.95 

Chicken Nuggets & Beans.£2.95 

Beans on Toast.£1.95 

Scrambled Egg on Toast.£1.95 

Soup of the day.£2.95 

Jacket Potatoes from.£2.95 

Ice-cream Vanilla, Strawberry or Chocolate.£1.50 

(Juniors Under 10) 

SANDWICHES, BAPS, WRAPS AND BAGUETTES 

Sandwich or Bap Baguette 

Bacon.£2.50.£2.95 

Sausage.£2.50.2.95 

Egg.£2.50.£2.95 

Burger.£2.75 

Choose additional filling from: 

Bacon, Sausage, Egg, Mushrooms, Beans, Tomato, 
Black Pudding, Cheese, Onions. 



Sandwich 
or Bap 

Wraps 

Baguette 

NEW Veggie Breakfast.£4.95 

HOME MADE SOUP OF THE DAY 

Cheese. 

.£2.50. 

...£2.85. 

.£2.95 

INC CRUSTY ROLL £2.95 

Cheese and Onion. 

.£2.50. 

...£2.85. 

.£2.95 

OPENING TIMES 

Cheese and Pickle. 

.£2.50. 

...£2.85. 

.£2.95 

Brie & Cranberry. 

.£2.50. 

...£2.85. 

.£2.95 

(THORPE WAY) 

Ham. 

.£2.50. 

...£2.85. 

.£2.95 

Monday - Friday: 7.30am - 2.30pm 

Coronation Chicken. 

.£2.50. 

...£2.85. 

.£2.95 

Saturday: 8.00am - 1.00pm 

Chilli Chicken. 

.£2.50. 

...£2.85. 

.£2.95 

Sunday: 9.00am - 1.00pm 

BBQ Chicken. 

.£2.50. 

...£2.85. 

.£2.95 


Chinese Chicken. 

.£2.50. 

...£2.85. 

.£2.95 

OPENING TIMES 

Grilled Chicken. 

.£2.50. 

...£2.85. 

.£2.95 

(KING’S SUTTON) 

Pulled Pork. 

.£2.50. 

...£2.85. 

.£2.95 

Monday - Saturday: 7.30am - 4.00pm 


Tuna Mayo.£2.50.£2.85.£2.95 

Tuna and Sweetcorn.£2.50.£2.85.£2.95 

Egg Mayo.£2.50.£2.85.£2.95 

Any combination you would like! 

Extra fillings 50p per item. 

• SALAD 

• CAJUN CHICKEN 

• AROMATIC CHICKEN 

• ORIENTAL SALT & PEPPER CHICKEN 

• HOT & SPICY CHICKEN 

• MOROCCAN CHICKEN 

• ITALIAN CHICKEN 

• JAMAICAN JERK CHICKEN 
SPECIALS 

CHOICE OF JACKET POTATOES FROM £2.95 

NEW Beef Stew & Dumplings.£4.95 

NEW Chicken Casserole.£4.95 

NEW Steak & Ale Pie.£4.95 

NEW Chicken & Veg Pie.£4.95 

• Fish Fingers, Chips & Beans.£3.95 


Catering service available. For more information go to www.regscateringbanbury.co.uk. 
Menu subject to availability and prices subject to change at anytime at the manager’s discretion. 


UNIT 3 • THORPE WAY 
• BANBURY • OXON • 0X16 4SP 

TELEPHONE: 01295 279453 


49 RICHMOND STREET • KING’S SUTTON 
• BANBURY • OXON • 0X17 3RT 

TELEPHONE: 01295 812053 
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EDEN VAUXHALL’S 

EXCLUSIVE DEALS ON 
BRAND NEW CARS 


£4, 


Mi] 


SCRAmt* AUOW AXCS 

BRANO NEW MOK 


£595 , 

lOWAMCI Deposit Rx 36 Morins 

MOKKA EXCLUSIV 0% APR 


£595 

Deposit 


£4,000 


Pier Month * w w 

Fcfi 9 fAaOb KRAPMOt ALLOWANCE 


BRAND NEW 


ASTRA EXCITE 0% 


'.APR 



£3,000 £0 £139 

UMP*AUUL0W*MCC DppOSit 

4.47. APR BRAND NFW CORSA ENERGY 


£0 £149 £3 000 

DepOSit SCRAPPAGE ALLOWANCE 

BRANO NEW ADAM GLAM 2.97. apr 



£0 

£109 

0 % 

Deposit 

Per Month 

APR RtSfrtfsfc'fafM* 

KKANONEW VIVA SE 

0% APR 


07. APR Available On All USED Cars Exclusive To Eden Vauxhall 




£189 

£189 

2012 

ANTARA EXCLUSIV 


£179 


£179 


2013 

INSIGNIA SRI 



© 

VAUXHALL 


Banbury 

Beaumont Road Banbury Oxfordshire 0X161RH 
Tel 01295 755 400 


Stratford Upon Avon 

Birmingham Road Stratford Upon Avon Warwickshire CV37 OHR 
Tel 01789 416 900 


www.edenvauxhaU.com 


eden ^ 

a better world of m oto ri ng 


*Terms and Conditions apply *Astra Excite List Price £18635. Eden Discount £1350, £4000 Scrappage, £595 Deposit. Amount of credit £12690,48 paymens of £199, Optional Final Payment £4098, Total Amount Payable £17825 0% APR - *Mokka Exclusiv List Price £18749, Eden Interest Discount £921, £4000 Scrappage, £595 Deposit 
Amount of credit £13154 36 payments of £199, Optional Final Payment £7139, Total Amount Payable £18699 2.9% APR - *Corsa Energy List Price £12300, £3000 Scrappage. £0 Deposit, Amount of credit £9000,36 payments of £139, Optional Final Payment £4737, Total Amount Payable £13185 24.4% APR - *Adam Glam List Price 
£13230, £3000 Scrappage, £0 Depsosit Amount of credit £9730,36 Payments of £149, Optional Final Payment £5127, Total Amount Payable £13865 2.9% APR - *Viva SE List Price £8395, £0 Deposit Amount of Credit £8395,48 Payments £109, Optional Final Payment £3163 Total Amount Payable £8395 0% APR. To qualify for Scrap- 
page the PX car must be registered in your name for 90 days. These offers supersede ant other offer and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Excess mileage will be charged on the above vehicles. This promotion is available on the above model and is available on Eden Vauxhall stock only. Finance is subject to status, 
terms and conditions apply. Applicant must be 18 years or over. Finance by Vauxhall finance, PO Box 6666 Cardiff CF15 7YT and Black Horse finance St William House Tresillian Terrace Cardiff CF105BH. For further please contact your local Eden branch. 
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House removals and packing service 
Office removals contracts 
Piano removals 
House clearances 

Man & Van service from £45 per hour 


Book a home survey 

Landline: 01295 368 198 • Mob: 07861-930-529 
E: info@gentlevanremovals.co.uk | W: www.gentlevanremovals.co.uk 

















